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CUSTOM WITHOUT TRUTH 

IS 

, ANTIQUATED EEEOK. 



In religion, abase and error are the certain conseqaences 
of following the doctrines and traditions of men, instead 
of the doctrines and testimony of God. We see this 
manifested eyen in onr enlightened time, by the pre- 
rogative which bishops take npon themselves in their 
pretended ordinance of Confirmation, and imposition of 
hands, etc., which we ha«:e\^howiir by the records of the 
sacred Scrlptnres, to t)ib."qaitevcontiraFy to the original 
purpose of heaven. As this ordiiMnee^has degenerated 
into abase, principally from some ^misapplication of the 
term and office of bishops a few remarks on this subject 
will not be inappropriate. 

That bishops have any divine right, either for title or 
their anthority, is qaestionable ; and the attempt to foand 
such right npon apostolical succession, is fraudulent and 
absurd ; being unsupported by historical evidence, and 
totally at variance with scriptural truth. 

The offices of the Church, under our Saviour, were 
conducted by apostles, bishops and presbyters, and 
deacons ; presbyters and bishops, sometimes in holy writ 
called elders, were synonymous. They, the apostles,, 
presbyters, and bishops, or elders, formed the body cor- 
porate, similar to the Jewish Sanhedrim-^wherein resided 
their polity and power. The only distinction made 
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between bishop and presbyter, was the former being 
appointed to the instraction and care of a single charch 
or congregation. Nowhere in Scripture is it stated of 
bishops rnling over other ministerSy or officially of ranking 
above others. This became an ecclesiastical regulation 
afterwards by the order of man, not of God. As onr 
Saviour had apostles who, more especially, were superin- 
tendents over both ministers and churches ; so it may be 
presumed, bishops were appointed as their representatives. 
The representation is not ambs, it is evangelical. But 
the application of the term, as now made use of, for 
another office, could not but engender ambiguity and 
confusion ; and so it has proved to the present day. The 
office being instituted, with it also went its representative 
of apostleship. Apostleship, therefore, very improperly, 
became blended and synonymous with the term bishop. 
And as the representative became blended with the term, 
ApoUyon guile found a favourable opportunity of encou- 
raging vain man to personate the office itself, which he 
well knew could never be fulfilled. For the extraor- 
dinary powers given to the apostles were expressly the 
gift of Christ himself, as the seal and evidence of his 
being the Messiah — the Son of God — Immanuel. Which 
gifts can never be derived from any other source ; and 
therefore vain and preposterous in man to make any such 
attempt, as it has been long proved. 

That prelates, some of whom know better, should still 
endeavour to foster this illusive notion upon the public 
mind, is something strange, except a text may explain 
it. ' Money is the root of all evil.' So is any other 
idolized passion, uncontrolled by the higher governing 
principle, of the supreme love of God. The heads of 
clerical assemblies are well aware that by mental phi- 
losophy, and the light of revelation, human conduct is, 
as well as natural things, subject to analyzation ; and as 
the light from both sources advances more and more 
towards its meridian, so it will much do away with 
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the * vain show ' of gone-by days. * Give glory to God/ 
is one of the great lessons we are taught in the sacred 
volnme. Now, in plain terms, that is no glory to God, 
assuming divine power, and not being able, when the 
attempt is made, to show forth its fruits; ^Ye shall 
know the tree by its fruits,' says our Saviour. And 
when the produce of the tree has been long and largely 
tried, and is still unproductive, we estimate its value 
accordingly. Why, then, try it any longer ? Better 
that a more profitable one be planted in its stead, than 
subject it at last to open shame, and the vindictive 
alternative of the awful mandate of the Most High : ' Cut 
it down, why cumbereth it the ground ? ' 

It naturally follows that one leading false principle 
applied to practice, other false notions and acts are de* 
rived from it, and they are built up together ; and 
frequently the fallacy is not detected till the evil con- 
sequences are experiehced. Hence, any sacred office, 
undertaken without divine sanction and authority, being 
enacted under the mere auspices of men, degenerates 
into abuse ; and ultimately into an anomaly, whose origin 
can no where be found, but in the truth of the Lord's 
words, ' They have sought out many inventions.' * 

Had the ecclesiastics, at first, when they adopted new 
regulations, not misapplied an already established and 
scripturally authorized term, they would have prevented 
much confusion and contention, which has thereby been 
occasioned ever since. And in the second place, . had 
they selected some, the most approved, to be superinten- 
dents, overseers, or guardians, over both ministers and 
churches, after the manner of the apostles, without pre- 
tending to apostolic gifts extraordinary — had they been 
satisfied with the elevation of such an arrangement, with- 

* Before and after William the Conqueror^ bishops, sometimes, were 
elected by the great council of the nation, and confirmed hj the Sove- 
reign. Since, then, other modes have been adopted, by the ' inventions 
of men,' not by apostolic rule: by which, however, ecclesiastics have 
been governed. 
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oat leaning to indulge the bait of pride and vain glorjr, 
aiming at superhuman powers — Abaddon would have 
been foiled ; and false and costly dignities would not 
have been set up for the people's homage and maintenance 
to the present hour. 

Had God*s honour (not their own) been primarily con- 
sulted, and made the chief object of regard, all would 
haye been well ; and none of the consequences here 
adverted to would have arisen. For the word of the 
Lord says, < Thou shalt do that which is right and good 
in the sight of the Lord : that it may be well with 
thee.* And, ' them that honour me I will honour.' 

The Almighty ensures the fulfilment of his promises/ 
because ' his reward is with him, to give to every one 
according to their works : working all things together to 
them that love him.' And the proof of love is hallowed 
faithful obedience. ' Not those,' says our Saviour, < that 
say Lord, Lord, but those that do the will of my Father.' 

In the decalogue of Mount Sinai, we observe the wisdom 
of God in placing the first commandment at the head, 
and to take the lead of the rest. And the pre-eminent 
precept of revelation ought always to have the predomi- 
nant rule in all human affairs ; more especially so when 
religion is concerned. 

The want of duly estimating and attending to the first 
great principles, as pointed out by the finger of God — see 
the variance, the vexation, and dissension, it has occa- 
sioned. What cause the lovers of the Prince of Peace 
have had to lament and mourn, because of the discord in 
the Israelitish camp ! Volumes upon volumes of stumbling 
blocks have scattered the plains ; and who so much have 
obstructed the Christian's course, and obscured the light of 
the Christian name, as the inhabitants of Christendom 
themselves ? 0, these fruits of bitterness, dbputations, 
controversies, envyings^ persecutions, strife, and vain 
glorying, instead of ' Glory to Grod in the highest, and on 
earth peace, and good-will towards men.' 
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But for these dark tempestaous clouds floating in the 
atmosphere of Zion, the shining beams of the approbation 
of heaven would have been eonstantly enjoyed ; God*8 
honour, not; man's, would have become the great theme of 
praise ; and peace, instead of discord, would have reigned 
in the bosom of the church till now, and her lustre might 
have been perpetuated to the end of time ! 

How beautifully our Saviour has embodied, in simple 
language, first principles with promise — ' If thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light ' — single in 
supreme love of God — giving glory and honour to him. 
Our unfaithfulness is the only cause of our dereliction. 
Honour of God would have led to the honouring of his word; 
and on no account then would a name, a term, or a word, 
have been suffered to be either altered, perverted, or 
misapplied. No. Clerical masters would not have stripped 
any inspired word of its original signification, and then 
placed it in their own glossary to become an appellation 
or title to gratify human dignity and Satanic devices. 
Neither would clerical masters have stripped any inspired 
word of Its spiritual signification, to place it in their own 
glossary, and then prostitute it for the name of an earthly 
building, such as the word 'church,' which has been 
productive of incalculable mischief. 

The inspired volume is a sacred treasure, deposited in 
the hands of those with whom it is entrusted. And 
fearful is the woe charged upon those who shall either 
'add to, or take away from, the words' thereof. And 
Satan is well aware that perversion or misuse of words 
answer the same end. Therefore, once he can engage 
the affections or passions, by gratifying pride, covetousuess, 
ambition, or lust, or by whatever means, so as to entice 
man from the supreme love of God, and the oracles of 
God, his purpose is answered ; he ^ains a conquest ; he 
has now the ascendency. The arch enemy having discovered 
the avenue to man's besetting sin, he can at pleasure 
present the darling bait, and man becomes his servant, 
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and Ms led captiye at his will.' This power ia his 
hands, the higher the character of the individual, the 
higher his station in life, and the more important his 
office, so much the more it affords materials for him to 
work with ; and he knows too well how to work them 
to his own advantage and man's overthrow. He is soon 
able, amidst the concerns of life, or of religion, to 
entwine a net, which man, without Almighty aid, can 
never more nndo. As with an individual, so with a 
church. But, under no circumstances, need despair be 
encouraged, for ' what is impossible with man is possible 
with God.* Let man resign his vain efforts, repent, and 
appeal to God, with *full purpose of heart,' proving 
obedient and faithful ; and corresponding favorable over- 
ruling of Providence will assuredly manifest itself 
accordingly. 

While we view the mischievous workings of Satanic 
guile, we also behold the remedy. And it is equally 
instructive, as it is humiliating, to mark how easy man 
becomes a prey to his insatiable foe. The arch fiend's 
eye keenly spies the eventful moment, and seizes the 
opportunity for his own. And if he can but see the 
words of inspiration compromised and rendered subservient 
to human convenience, his highest ambition is gratified. 
Man forfeits his integrity. The bulwark of faith is 
broken through. The infernal Chief, with his legion, inter- 
cepts, and only Jehovah's power can restore the breach. | 

The term, bishop, framed, as we have seep, unwittingly, 
by ecclesiastic appointment, was applied to an order 
resembling apostles ; and, because resembling apostles, 
a notion became entertained that the order itself must 
needs be apostolic in reality ; which, being fostered, 
instead of being explained away, became at length 
incorporated with the whole machinery of ecclesiastical 
polity. A ruffled thread, beyond human power to unravel 
alone I We hence learn, dissembling affords a successful 
opportunity for Satanic craft. 
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Having said enough to show that bishops have no 
reason to conclnde their title empowers or authorizes 
their proceedings, by any Divine right, we will now go on 
to hear what some anthers and chnrches advance npon 
the snbject. Those illnstrions witnesses to the trnth, the 
Waldenses, thus remark : * Confirmations, we find, not 
instituted either by Christ or his apostles ; therefore such 
sacrament is not found needful to salvation ; whereby God 
is blasphemed, and which was introduced by the devil's 
instigation, to seduce the people, and to deprive them of 
the faith of the church, and that by such means they 
might be induced the more to believe the ceremonies, and 
the necessity of bishops.' 

Wicklifie, the celebrated reformer, also says : * It does 
not appear that this sacrament (Confirmation) should be 
reserved to a Cassarian prelacy ; that it would be more 
devout, and more conformable to Scripture language, to 
deny that the Bishops give the Holy Spirit, or confirm the 
giving of it ; and that it therefore seems to some that the 
brief and trivial confirmation of the prelates, and the 
ceremonies added to it for the sake of pomp, were intro- 
duced at the suggestion of Satan, that the people may be 
deceived as to the faith of the church, and that the state 
and necessity of bishops may be more acknowledged.' 

Melancthon remarks, 'The rite of confirmation, as 
retained by the bishops, is altogether an idle ceremony.' 

Calvin speaks upon this subject in a very forcible 
manner. He approves, as well as Melancthon, of ex- 
amining youth, in order to a profession of their faith, 
conjoined with public prayer for the pious part of them ; 
but he exposes the absurdity and impiety of taking the 
act of the apostles as a ground for the pretence of bishops 
to confer the Holy Ghost by the laying on of their hands 
in confirmation. He calls them apes of the apostles. He 
shews that, by this kind of pretence, they invalidate 
baptism itself, thus making void the commandments of 
God by the traditions of men ; and then exclaims, * the 



10 CF8T0H WIXHOrr . TRUTH 

iniquity of this proceeding!' adding, < it is the Devil's false 
promise, to draw us away from the true promise of God/ 
Do not these notices tend to confirm an observation before 
alluded to, 'that one false principle acted upon, leads to 
others, and they are built up together ' ? 

* The rite of Confirmation in the English Church/ says 
a favourite author, ' differs from Popish, in that it is not 
called a sacrament ; and some ceremonies are laid aside : 
in all other respects it is equally nnscriptural in its 
pretences, and dangerous in its consequences. To claim 
it as a prerogative of bishops, in imitation of the apostles, 
is imposing a pretension of conferring what they cannot 
do ; it therefore exposes Christianity to contempt. The 
claim ought to be given up. Every Christian has a right 
to reprobate it as a public injury to religion. It is also 
insulting to all other ministers. And when we consider 
here is the solemn declaration of the bishop, that the 
Almighty and Everlasting God has given forgiveness of 
all their sins — ^to the multitudes of young persons brought 
to be confirmed — it is enough to make any pious person 
tremble. A daring presumption, only equalled by the 
height of Popery itself. And the consequence is awful — 
for the danger to souls, is, that multitudes believe it. 

We here see our first position verified, that any sacred 
office, undertaken without divine authority, degenerates 
into abuse. 

Let us inquire, what are the effects — what are the 
fruits resulting from this ordinance ? A general stir is 
made about the country that there is going to be a Con- 
firmation-day. Children are for the occasion catechized ; 
that is, they are taught what they are to say, and how 
prettily they are to behave before the bishop. Their 
smart apparel is got in readiness, and the day is reckoned 
upon like going to a fair. There is something very 
exhilarating in this kind of public commotion to juvenile 
minds. Novices of life, they know no better. But the 
great deceiver is well pleased that so many, both young and 
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old I are votaries to his cause. Numbers of young persons, 
just in their teens, from the surrounding neighbourhood, are 
convened together in a church ; they are then asked by the 
bishop to respond, as well as they can, though too often 
in an unmeaning manner, to some questions which they 
have been previously instructed, as a parrot might, how to 
answer. The bishop thence lays on his gracious hand, 
signifying they are regenerated and rendered clean and 
pure from that very hour ; which is both presumptuous 
and unwarrantable. The bishop, having exhibited his 
robes, his dignity, and his counterfeit supernatural 
power, pronounces his benediction, and the assemblage 
disperse. 

Now, let us trace the influence and effect of this day's 
proceedings. Jhe most part go immediately off into the 
gaieties of life, and the day may be said, taking it in its 
most general feeling, as a day of hilarity and frolic. • Parties 
are formed here and there. What for ? To converse upon 
hallowed topics^ such as the sacred circumstances of the 
day ought to inspire ? Who will aver this ? On the 
contrary, the better is lost sight of and neglected for the 
worse. Common-place locality and trifling talk — amuse- 
ments — sport — merriment and games, are with avidity 
sought and enjoyed ; and I have known it to end in 
revelry, drunkenness, and riot. Is this answering the 
intention of the day ? Who will say it is ? And if we 
look into its more permanent influence, do we not see 
the same worldly-mindedness ?— tthe same littleness of 
pursuit ? — ^the same frivolity and vanity of life ? — the 
same ignorance of the great truths of revelation, and the 
grand scheme of huma9 redemption ? — the same giving 
way to the inclinations and propensities of our corrupt 
nature ? — the same darkness and obduracy of mind ? — 
the same indisposition of loving good-— of loving our 
neighbour as ourselves — and of maintaining supreme 
love of God ? Should it be so ? — who will say it 
should ? 
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Some, more sedate, and sober minded, may, in a kind of 
soliloqaj, reflect — Bat I thonght I shonld have received 
the Holy Ghost. If I did, I know nothing abont it. I 
feel jnst the same as ever. True ! trae ! true I — Hear 
je bishops, bear, and blush. 

And if we were to interrogate all the confirmed indi- 
vidually, could any give a better solution ? Who will 
answer in the affirmative ? Then, what beguiling and 
deceiving the people — what a sacrilegious mockery this 
human devised ordinance ! Well might Calvin exclaim, 
' 0, the iniquity of this proceeding ! Oaght it to be so ? 
Certainly not.' 

Let us now turn our attention to the instructions of the 
bishop. From the heart searching of God's word and 
law, as expounded and applied by him on these occasions ; 
are any * pricked to the heart,' so as, irom a conscious con- 
viction of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, they are con- 
strained to cry out, ' What shall we do to be saved ? Are 
any converted ? Is their after walk and conversation as 
becometh the gospel of Christ ? Do they now especially 
rejoice in the forgiveness of sins, through the atonement ; 
and henceforth ^ go on their way rejoicing, praising God ' ? 
Have they from this time * renounced the devil and all 
his works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked world, 
and all the sinful lusts of the flesh' — so that they are 
become * separate' from the followers of Belial — forsaking 
all former ungodly associates and ways, leading a new 
life of holiness, to the honour, glory, and praise of God ? 
Are these the evidences which are witnessed upon the 
confirmed ? If so, let none complain. But I am aware 
it will readily be answered in the. negative. Then, I will 
reply, they have not been the recipients of the Holy Ghost. 
And no man, or set of men, whether designated bishop or 
other title, ought to assume such preternatural endowment. 
It is a fabrication. Gratifying it may be to human pride, 
and diabolonian feelings, but which is a cheat — pregnant 
with the most serious consequences to plebeian minds ; 
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destrnctive to the true interest of religion and the church ; 
and awfully responsible in the sight of heaven. 

Now to the most important consideration. What says 
the word of God respecting the consequences of receiving 
the Holy Ghost ? ' They continued stedfastly ia the 
apostles' doctrine, and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers. And fears came upon every soul. 
And they continuing daily with one accord, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart, praising God.' This is 
the testimony which the Scripture gives of those who are 
born of the Spirit. And such is truly mighty and 
marvellous indeed — a very different account from the 
preceding. Thb, indeed, is just what it should be. 
What every right-minded person cannot but acknowledge 
to be consistent with heavenly influence and genuine piety. 
Behold, what hallowed enlightenment, and faithfulness ; 
what humility, sacred reverence, and awe. Then, what 
brotherly union and good will ; what pure philanthropy ; 
what social harmony, joyous sympathy, amiability of 
feeling, and fervent charity of soul ; crowned withal by 
heaven-born*zeal, and paramount love of God. Can any 
description of the excellencies of human character be more 
exquisite, or more in accordance with the Christian or 
divine nature ? A simple narrative, yet beautifully ex- 
hibiting all that can be said in the praise of virtue, and 
goodness, and a holy life. 

Here we see exemplified in real life ' the fruits of the 
Spurit ' actuating all its members, ' adorning the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things ' ; and fully answering 
the benign purposes of divine revelation ; without the aid 
either of a bishop or hb hands. ye bishops ! * weighed 
in the balances of the sanctuary, and found wanting,' — 
bow down your heads as bulrushes before the Most High 
God, * lest he take vengeance ' upon Uzsa hands, when 
* His wrath is kindled but a little.' 

Further. The word of God supplies us with infallible 
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directions whereby we may distingnish and know who 
are truly regenerated, and true Christians. If, therefore, 
they bear not these characteristics, we may, by sacred 
authority, without any breach of charity, judge accord- 
ingly. 

St. Paul writes, ' Haying put off the old man with his 
deeds, and put on the new man, which is renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of Him who created him, put 
on above all things, charity, and let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 
body ; and being thankful, let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord/ Do the confirmed 
bear these characteristics ? Will na man affirm they do ? 
Then we must judge accordingly. 

Again, Scripture describes the effects consequent upon 
the reception of heavenly gifts : — * That they henceforth 
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
with every wind of doctrine ; but speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the 
head, even Christ.' Does experience show these effects 
after confirmation ? No. Then the reception of such 
gifts is questionable, and unless proved, such pretensions 
are untrue. Again, the apostle describeth the sign and 
state of the converted, or those who are born again. He 
says, ' They are new creatures ; new in Christ Jesus.' 
They no longer * love the world and the things of the 
world ; ' but their love now is ' to God and the things of 
God.' * Their conversation is now in heaven, and their 
affections are placed on things above, not on the things 
beneath.' They now possess a 'new heart, and a new 
and a right spirit, because the love of God is shed abroad 
in their hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto them.' 
< Behold,' adds the apostle, * all things are become new.' 
New desires, new pursuits, new hopes. Their desires 
now are after * righteousness and true holiness ; and to 
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have the mind which was in Christ ; that they may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.' 
Their pnrsuit now is ' to bring forth fruits of holy living, 
acceptable unto God.' And, founded on ' the sure mercies 
of Darid,' their hopes are blooming with immortality^ and 
the glorious felicities of * eternal life.' Who will advocate 
that confirmation produces these fruits ? Or that by them 
they evidence the sign of the new birth ? Will no one T 
Then, by the authority of God's word, without any breach 
of charity, we may say, their pretensions are fallacious 
and unjust. 

Again, the apostle exhorts and directs, ' that they which 
live (implying the new life) should not * henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and 
rose again.' Do we see this rule of life established • after 
confirmation ? No ; we do not. Then those who continue 
to live to themselves, and not to Christ, are not the more 
holy, spiritual, or regenerate, than they were before. 
Their Christianity is only nominal, not real. 

Having shown, by the actual lives of the confirmed, 
and from various passages of the Scriptures, that confir- 
mation utterly fails in answering its high pretensions ; and 
as every charm and grace of Christianity may be realized 
without such ordinance ; we must draw the conclusion, 
that those supernatural endowments of bishops are un- 
founded in truth. And as the ordinance is attended with 
no Divine unction, is productive of no real good ; as its 
tendency is injurious, because deceptive ; as it is unwar- 
ranted by the Scriptures, and contrary to the designs of 
heaven ; it is, to say at least, presumptuous, and ought not 
to be encouraged ; but deserves reprobation and abandon- 
ment for ever. 

And why should not this defect be removed, as well as 
some others that might be pointed out ? Why not ? 
Why do not these ecclesiastic Christians unite in one 
mind to wipe off the stain from the face of the sacred 
edifice of our national establishment, that it may exhibit 
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itself to the glory of the nation, as well as to the glorj 
of God ? 

Suppose an intelligent Christian — cross-eyed and deaf, 
with great impediment of speech and. disagreeable voice, 
wry necked, a little bit humpty, knap-kneed, and whole- 
footed. Wonld he not be more comely, more attractive, 
and more likely to do good, if he wer^e free from these 
defects ? So, if our national Establishment, having the 
Crown for her patron ; the Parliament for her directory ; 
the arm of Government for her aid ; the tenth of the 
landed wealth for her maintenance ; and adorned as she 
is by brilliancy of intelligence, learning, and talent in her 
ministry ; would she not be more fair, more attractive, and 
more likely to do good, and extend the field of her use- 
fulness, were she free from those things which now 
occasion so much dissension and displeasure. 

Enough has been here advanced to establish the cor- 
rectness of the motto— that ' Custom without Truth is 
Antiquated Error.* And that such error, however amal- 
gamated or modulated, will eventually manifest its 
injurious tendency. Upon which I argue that the sooner, 
and more exterminating the process of reformation, the 
better. 

How rending and vexations to her pious ministers, to 
be always under the necessity of being shackled for 
prayers ! To those, who have been * called out of dark- 
ness into light,' and who, being renewed in their mind, are 
now light in the Lord — who have felt the gracious in- 
fluence of God*s 'Spirit bearing witness with their 
spirit ; ' and have tasted something of the * heighth and 
depth, and length and breadth, of the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus ' — ' Husbandmen, who have been first 
partakers of the fruits ' of conversion and christian ex- 
perience in themselves — why should these be restrained 
when their hearts . are enlarged, and have opportunity of 
administering the good word in due season? Why 
should they ? 
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' In the solemn, impressive, and bat for one exception, 
appropriate burial service, why oblige the Lord's officia- 
ting servant to recite the objectionable part as well as the 
good ? Why confine him to the exact letter of a human com- 
position, to proclaim over every one ' laid in the grave,' the 
same benediction of God in Christ, ' to a sure and certain 
hope at the resurrection ' ? It is a palpable incongruity. 
It is making no distinction of character whatever. Mingling 
and confounding every description of excellency with 
every shade and grade of worthlessness ; believers and un- 
believers ; good, bad, and indifferent ; all to partake and 
share alike in the same hope hereafter. Who, for a 
moment, can imagine such an idea as this ? What a plan 
for re-inhabiting the peaceful regions of paradise and 
heaven ! and to swell the harmonious anthems of redeem- 
ing praise ! This inconsistency may please the father of 
lies, who would be glad to impose such a belief upon the 
children of men ; but, thank God, by the inspired records 
of revealed truth, we know better. To our comfort, in 
the eternal anticipations of celestial serenity and bliss, we 
are informed, * there shall in no wise enter into the hea- 
venly Jerusalem any thing that defileth* neither what- 
soever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie ; but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book of life.' 
Glorious words I well adapted for funeral contempla- 
tion, and with which we cannot be too deeply impressed. 
They flow as billows from the great ocean, of which 
clerical sayings and human traditions are as the mere 
froth. 

It is the business of the minister, if possible, to ascer- 
tain the character of the deceased whom he inters ; which, 
being known, enables him to apply appropriate remarks, 
and the word of the Lord decides the rest. For instance, 

* The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God.' 'The hypocrite's hope shall perish.' 

* The destruction of the transgressors, and of the sinners, 
shall be together ; and they that forsake the Lord 

2 
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shall be consamed/ 'When a wicked man dieth, his 
expectation shall perish : and the hope of unjast men 
perisheth.' * The fearful, and nnbelieving, and abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake 
which bnrneth with fire and brimstone/ 'If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receiye his mark 
in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation ; and he shall be 
tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the 
holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb ; and the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever/ 
' If we sin wilfully after that we have received the know- 
ledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for 
sins, but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.' 

These awful words, one would think, were sufficient 
to convince clergymen of their unsound creed. This 
we know, however, so long as they continue its nse, 
it proves that they prefer, Roman Catholic like, to abide 
by the voice of then: own diction, rather than the voice of 
God. 

Again. The prophet writes, ' Many of them that sleep 
in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt And 
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever.' Our Saviour expressly informs ns, 
* that all nations shall be assembled before him,' and two 
descriptions of character — approved and disapproved — 
shall divide all nations ; one * shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life. 

Here, the Lord's prophet, and our Saviour, both speak 
of two destinies. The category of the Church of England 
says, there is only one. Now, ' whether it be right to 
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hearken unto you, ADglicaa Ohurcb, more than ante 
God, judge ye.' 

Whenever men pretend to be wiser than God, they are 
snre to fall into error ; and thence, ensnared by the evil 
one, become implicated in his work. 

Some persons, desirous of favouring church custom, 
on the pretended principle, too, of being more charitable 
than God, will urge, there may be a change before disso- 
lution. True, there may. And if ministers ascertain the 
true nature of this change, which it is their business and 
duty to do, they could make suitable remarks accordingly ; 
liberty being granted them to do so, which there ought to 
be. Some will say, it is not for man to determine another's 
state at the last closing scene ; only God knoweth the 
heart. True, God does, and can never be deceived. But, 
if man cannot determine another's state, how then can he 
determine his destiny ? J leave church clergymen to solve 
this question. 

The Almighty has, by his inspired servant, variously 
defined the terms of salvation — the subject of a volume — 
unnecessary to notice here, further than that some 
character is always either expressed or implied. Those 
doomed to the everlasting abodes of darkness, perdition, 
and woe are the wicked, etc. Those, on the other hand, 
to whom are awarded the blessings of eternal life, are 
the believers, the faithful, the righteous, «tc. * Without 
holiness, no one shall see the Lord.' Here holiness 
is the cnaracter. ' Jesus is the author of eternal salvation 
unto all that obey him.' ^ Blessed are they that keep his 
commandments and that do his commandments,' etc. 
Here obedience is the character. ^Overcome,' says our 
Lord, * as I overcame ' ; and, equivalent to it, * Persevere,' 
says St. Paul, < in the continuance of well-doing, seeking 
honour, glory, and immortality, and ye shall attain eternal 
life.' ' Those that forsake all for the kingdom of Grod's 
sake, shall receive, in the world to come, life everlasting.' 
* Those that suffer with me, shall reign with me, and 
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where I am, they shall be also.' Here the principle of 
martyrdom is implied, and beautifallj expressed by St. 
John in his vision of the Millennium reign to be enjoyed 
by those * who are beheaded for the witness of Jesus. 
There are those, too, who have improved and made a good 
use of their talents, to whom it shall be said, ' Come, ye 
blessed of my Father ; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.' Some there are ' who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises.' Others again, the Scriptares tell ns, 
that gain ' the kingdom by violence, and the violent take it 
by force.' Some, as St. Paul, deny themselves, and 
having kept the faith, and fonght the good fight, are ready 
to depart, T?ith the fnll assnrance of receiving < the crowu 
of righteonsness ' at the last great day. Some ^ follow 
Jesus whithersoever he goeth ; endure to the end ;. prove 
faithful unto death ; and obtain the immortal crown.' 
Again, some ' fear God ' ; they fear, because they believe 
him to be as the Scriptures reveal him ; they fear on the 
principle of love— lest they offend, lest they do wrong or 
go astray ; they therefore inquire after his precepts, and 
desire to do his will. They fear the terrible eonseqaences 
of sin, and the wiles of the tempter ; they lift up their 
prayer therefore before the all-seeing Eye, and implore the 
arm of Omnipotence to be their guard and guide. On 
such, ' the Sun of Righteousness comes with healing in his 
wings ; the Lord of Hosts claims them as his jewels; 
writes them in the book of his remembrances ; spares 
them as a man spareth his own son that servelh him ; 
and promises that in the bosom of futurity he shall 
discern between the righteous and the wicked'; and 
hence, that he shall understand (what now is mysterious) 
the great system of the moral government of Jehovah* in 
the world to come. 

The opposite description of character — some * reap to 
themselves swift destruction.' Again, it is said, some 
' harden their necks, and are suddenly destroyed, and that 
without remedy.' Some, sow to themselves tares and 
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weeds, fit only, <as stubble, for the oren' and the de- 
voaring elements of inextinguishable fire. Some, glorying 
in their shame, render themselres obnoxious in the sight 
of God, upon whom with * the wicked, he shall rain 
snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest ; this 
shall be the portion of their cup.' Some certain ' Scribes ' 
there are, sajs our Saviour, who * shall receive greater 
condemnation.' And, in opposition to the testimony of 
the word of the Lord, will men write and cause to be 
said, that these as well as those, that both characters shall 
realize at the resurrection the same hope, and be blessed 
alike. The Lord Jesus sajrs, his reward is with him to 
give to every one according to their works. What I and 
will ye church divines persist in saying it is not so ? 
ye wise ones, ' how long will ye thus provoke the Lord 
your God ? ' How long ere your wisdom teach you 
' right things,' and to understand your own folly ? 

From the great diversity of character, abundant 
exercise is afforded for the talent and abilities of ministersy 
to ' bring out of their treasury and the inexhaustible 
treasury of divine inspu*ation, things new and old' 
applicable to existing circumstances, edifying in their 
tendency, and abounding to the prdse of God. Here 
dignity may be displayed indeed ; and being brought thus 
into active exhibition, would, by its far more splendid and 
intrinsic lustre, eclipse the flimsy spurious show, under the 
false garb of dignity, in large incomes, vain titles, pre- 
sumptuous pretensions, etc. 

In every one, some predominant principle prevails, and 
stamps the character. And whatever that is, our Saviour 
tells us, may be known by its fruits. ^ Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.' ' And now the axe is laid to the 
root of the trees ; every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit, is hewn down and cast into the fire.' Again, 
* He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he which 
is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still.' 
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What is the gospel appeal ? ' Repent and believe ' : 
tarn from a former to a new character. ' Without repent- 
ance, there is no remission of sin/ no forgiveness. If yoa 
are not born again (and conseqnentlj become ^a new 
creature,' another character), ' je can in no wise enter into 
the kingdom of God.' Human beings are addressed from 
heaven, as rational and responsible beings, free. ^ I set 
before yon life and death, blessing and cursing; choose 
life,' that the blessings may follow. Again, it is said, 
' Choose ye this day whom ye will serve.' The address 
is to free -agents, rational, capable of understanding the 
ofier made, and responsible for the judgment they make. 
Their refusal or choice must determine the character. The 
same meaning is implied in the language of God to the 
Israelites, ^Why will ye die?' Why manifest such 
obstinacy against your own best interest and welfare ? 
What reason have ye for deciding against yourselves ? 
I offer you all my blessings ; why reject, why refuse, why 
not accept them ? etc* In every shade and variety 
which the address may be applied, some character is 
understood. 'Why will ye die ? ' Change your character, 
' that you may live.' 

The duty of the minister, then, is elicited to represent 
the condemnatory state of our unconverted and sinful 
nature ; the corrupt resources of the heart ; the perfection 
and thunderings of God's law — ' holy, just, and good ' ; 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin ; the broadness of the 
commandments, which, throughout life, are continually 
bringing ns into captivity, bondage, and condemnation ; 
the awful consequences of that condemnation hereafter ; 
and the all-transcending and glorious blessings hereafter ; 
the certainty of our appearance at the judgment seat of 
Christ to receive the sentence of our everlasting destiny ; 
and the woeful consequences if we do not now turn and 
escape, embrace the terms of mercy, and while there is 
opportunity, *take hold of salvation.' The means are 
already provided for our doing so^ through the infinite 
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merits and atonement of Christ ; and in conjunction with 
belief and faith, is the necessity of the Spirit towards 
attaining these ends, and 'perfecting holiness in the sight 
of God.' To communicate this message with effect, the 
minister requires to be an experienced workman in the 
Lord's vineyard ; who can apply God's word, as a two- 
edged sword, dividing asunder the recesses of the con- 
science, as the Jewish priest did the bones and marrow 
of their sacrifices ; that the sinner may see the deformity 
of human nature, and the s^ll-glorious perfection, beauties, 
and blessings of the heavenly. 

No longer foster and encourage dandy worldlings, lovers 
of pleasure more than God, fashionables, mere associates 
of the rich and gay, to be ambassador^ of the great 
Majesty of heaven, the Lord of heaven and earth — the 
Supreme of the universe — the Omnipotent and Eternal 
Father — the Triune Deity — and King of Glory. How can 
the ' nncircumcised of heart' understand the deep things 
of God, or the value of an immortal soul, who is as 
careless of his own as the flitting swallow about his 
chimney ? Although the Son of the Most High, in imagery 
the most grand and sublime, has set forth the incalculable 
importance of the human soul : ' What is a man profited, 
if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ? or, 
what shall- a man give in exchange for his soul ? For the 
Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his 
angels ; and then he shall reward every man according to 
his works '—yet, shame be it spoken, triflers, light and 
little of thought, unsound as the shifting sand, unstable as 
the wind, mere hirelings, who care not for the flock, nor 
for the honour of the great Shepherd, are permitted to 
occupy the sacred office, and tamper with holy things. 
0, what saciilege, what abomination in the sight of the 
LoBD ! How can these unfold and explain what even 
the angels cannot fathom ? How can these develope the 
wonders of the covenant of mercy, as effected in the 
mysterions workings of redeeming grace, by the counsels 
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of the wisdom of tbe Trl-une — Father, Son, and Spirit? 
How can these represent the man of God, pouring in the 
balm of Gilead to the tormented, donbting, desponding 
sonl, jast grappling and struggling, in the last conflict with 
the enemies of hell and death ? How can such, with the 
mere badge of a clerical scribe, and with a prayer book, so 
called, made np of the traditions of men, remnants of 
poperism, some excellent and classical human compositions, 
meagre translated psalms, and worse put into poetrj — think 
of filling such a station ? Attempt never again, affect it 
not, but ' go in peace, and sin no more.' 

Ministers of God's church, in the Scriptures, are styled 
' Angels, and ministers of flaming fire.' Why so ? 
Because, like the angels, they are acquainted with God's 
great governing principles ; they are God's servants, to 
execute his mandates, and to administer his will. They 
are as a flaming fire, because, having experienced the 
renovating power, and spiritual burnings of the new life, 
they can bear witness of its truth and glorious light. But 
what accordance can mere clerical flippants have with 
these ? And what accordance can they have with those 
celestial intelligences ? — who, although they are fami-* 
liarized with the glorious displays of Jehovah's universal 
attributes, yet so stupendous and wonderful is the grand 
scheme of human redemption, that they continually ' desire 
to look into these things ; ' and over every converted and 
rescued soul, they rejoice. 

The worth of a soul, who can tell ? Ten thousand 
worlds ? Add twice ten thousand more, and half the 
value is yet untold. Infinite the sacrifice of heaven for 
its sake ; because it is an emanation of the source of 
infinite good, destined to bloom in immortality, and 
mature in endless bliss and praise. Here she lies in ruins, 
degraded and fallen. She wants light, instruction, 
guidance, help. But in so important a matter, let not 
unhallowed, inefficient steps intrude. Let not the mere 
band-box gowns-man, genteel, but by the Holy Ghost 



IS ANTIQXTATED EBEOB. 25 

nnsanctified, unrenewed, dare to officiate as the messenger 
of Christ, and of God. Forbid it, ye rnlers of the 
sanctuary ; forbid it, let it not be. Bat those who have 
passed through the deep waters of spiritnal tribulation 
and who have experienced in their own breasts the 
overtures and manifestations of the grace of Grod ; in 
* overcoming and pulling down the strong holds of sin and 
Satan ' ; and who have received the implantation of a new 
principle of holy obedience and love towards God ; with 
unbounded desire for the well being and salvation of man ; 
such, with other proper acquirements and qualifications, 
let them not be restrained, but have the free liberty on- 
ward to go, * praising God, and winning souls to Christ.' 

On solemn occasions, why not grant them freedom to 
speak as circumstances require, agreeably to conscience 
and truth ? How inconsistent, yea, in the face of revealed 
light, more than inconsistent, to offer at the tomb the 
same paraphrase over the character of a Sapphira, as a 
St. Stephen. Over a Gallio, as a St. Paul. Over a ^ero, 
as a St. John. Over a rebel, as over a martyr. Equally 
so, to offer the same over the depraved, as the reformed. 
And revolting to common sense, as it is contradictory to 
all judicial proceedings, both human and divine, to place 
upon an equal par the ungodly and wicked with the 
righteous and holy ; and the sinful and bad, with the 
faithful and just. 

And can ye bishops not improve your plan ? What ! 
address, before many witnesses, and in the face of heaven, 
the same words over the believer as the unbeliever ? The 
same over the determined enemy of God as the enduring 
friend of God — the same over an apostate, as over one who 
has proved ' faithful unto death ' ? And the same over the 
smitten of God, while imprecating his vengeance, as over 
the heavenly saint, expiring amidst adorations and praise ? 
0, ye prelates, ye know it ought not to be so. What ! 
devise no plan without granting too much freedom to the 
man of God, Jehovah's messenger — the Lord Jesus 
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Christ's servant, upon nrhom dwelleth the Holj Ghost, 
'leading unto sJl troth'? What a reflection upon the 
attributes of a covenant God, as well as your ovm ordi- 
nation service. What ! ye who are placed on the platform 
of eminence above your fellows, can devise no improve- 
ment, no better arrangement, corresponding with the 
improved state of the times, than that which was framed 
centuries ago ? * Tell it not in Gath, lest the daughters 
of the Philistines rejoice ' I If you send out those who 
are unworthy such a trust, truly you need supply them 
with a code of appropriate sayings to repeat according to 
the nature of the case ; but such are not wanted to the 
worthy, who are < sent of God ' ; and without they are, 
they ought not to be placed in such office at all. Freedom 
allowed, petition might be offered, at such affecting times 
as might be advantageous to the living ; even sometimes 
to the enemy of religion ; and such opportunities should 
not be lost. Over the doubtful, intercessory prayer, through 
the atonement, might be judiciously applied. Over children 
and true Christians, known to be such, the present is 
admirably adapted, and to which remarks might be added, 
according to peculiarity of character, highly gratifying 
and encouraging to survivors; blending the exhortation 
to seek the blessing, that their last end may be the same. 
The great object of us all, at all times, ought to be to do 
good, and glorify God ; especially with the administration 
of holy things, to which, particularly, edification should 
be kept in view, and * winning souls to Christ.' 

Either improve your written form or your ministry. If 
yon cannot improve your written form, then, as it is 
inadequate for its purpose, you adjudge yourselves 
unqualified for your high vocation ; for the Scriptures say, 
'Thou shouldest study to show thyself approved unto 
God ; a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of life.' If you consider your ministry 
incompetent to adapt language suited to the varying 
circumstances as they occur, then the blame lies at your 
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door ; for, unless they be competent, you ought not to 
ordain them. But we know many of them are competent, 
and to them expressly, snch reflections of incompetency 
are reproachfol, derogatory, and nnjost ; and, as we re- 
marked before, it is rending and vexations to be tied and 
bound to a mere prescribed form of ineffectual words. 

But how happens it that there are any incompetent at 
all ? This is a very serious, and an important inquiry, 
which involves delinquency in the parties concerned. 
There must either be hypocrisy in the ordained, or defect 
in the ordination, or something of both. As the subject 
is of a sacred nature, we should appeal ^ to the law and 
to the testimony : if they speak not (and, consequently, 
if they act not) according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them.' And, * What saith the Scriptures ? * 
' Be strong in. the grace that is in Jesus Christ. And the 
things that thou hast heard, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.' 
Now, if this injunction were properly attended to as it 
ought to be, there would be none incompetent, because 
none incompetent would be allowed, or put into office. 
To whom, then, belongs the blame ? Bests it not with 
the ordainers ? ye * stewards of the manifold grace of 
God,' is there not ' utterly a fault among you ' ? ' Con- 
sider what I say,' says the apostle ; * the husbandman 
that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.' Has 
this principle been strictly adhered to while ordaining 
members into the ministry ? Has it always been made a 
sacred requisite^ a paramount qualification, not to be 
dispensed with on any account whatever ? For this is 
what the text implies. If God's holy word and direction, 
in these important affairs are not duly attended to, and 
sometimes neglected, then, indeed, po wonder at in- 
competency and inefficiency in the ordained. 

Perhaps, you will say, we may be deceived. Admitted, 
you may, if the word of God is not scrupulously regarded, 
and made the sole rule to regulate all these matters. The 
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ordained ongbt to be able to ' profess a good profession 
before many witnesses,' as well as to receive ' the laying 
on of the hands of the presbytery.' The qnestion is. 
Have they ? If they have, and prove faitbfal, each one 
being able to ' bring forth out of his treasure ' of godly 
knowledge, things new and old,' Ho the subverting of 
the hearers,' then they do well : and they will be found 
* workmen approved unto God, that needeth not to be 
ashamed.' But, if they have not professed a good pro- 
fession before many witnesses (which of course implies 
competent witnesses), and if they have not been fruitful 
(that is, fruitful towards converting others), and are not 
eligible (answerable to the several tests and require* 
ments of the Scripture), and yet, by some means have got 
into the ministry ; then is their conduct not only repre- 
hensible, but condemnatory ; of whom our Saviour says, 
addressing them individually, < The same is a thief and a 
robber.' 

Were scriptural tests made requisite preliminaries to 
dedication, the recurrence of such imposture and hypocrisy 
would be next to impossible. For the all-wise God, well 
knowing the frailty and duplicity of man, made known to 
the apostles, by his Holy Spirit, what measures are best, 
and least probable of being rendered abortive. Whoso, 
therefore, in defiance of the Majesty of heaven, dare to 
omit or alter his rules in the management of these 
affairs, brings down a curse instead of a blessing, which, 
sooner or later, consequences prove. How fearful are 
the asseverations of the Lord against the neglectful and 
inefficient, as well as the unduly qualified minister. The 
sharp reproof of our Saviour in the concluding sentence 
above, denotes the abhorrence with which such characters 
are looked upon from on high. It is, indeed, astonishing 
that any, who are conscious such remarks apply to them, 
should fbr a moment continue longer to hold a post so 
awfully responsible. So long as the system of making 
traffic of church livings is practised — and adopting some 
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into holy orders who are nnsanctified bj God's Spirit, and 
others, again, merely on account of some patronage or 
favour — such will be the case. And while it is so, the 
work of God will be hindered — the flaw will be felt, and 
be liable to be exposed. Under such a system it <is 
impossible but that oiSences will come, but woe unto him 
through whom they come.' Which includes both those in 
office, and those who placed them there. 

A celebrated and learned divine has thus written 
applicable to our present subject : — 

* There is one subject not sufficiently attended to by those who 
have the authority to appoint men to ecclesiastical offices ; none 
should be thus appointea who is not able^ b^ sound doctrine^ both 
to ixhort and convince the gainmyers. The powers necessary for 
this are partly natural, partly gracious, and partly acquired. 

* 1. If a man has not good natural abilities, nothing but a 
miracle from heaven can make him a proper preacher of the gospel ; 
and to make a man a Christian minister, who is unqualified for 
any function of civil life, is sacrilege before God. 

' 2. If the grace of God do not communicate ministerial qualifi- 
cation, no other gifts, however splendid, can be of any avaiL To 
be a successful Christian minister, a man mo&ifeti the worth of 
immortal souls in such a way as God only can show it, in order to 
spend and be spent in the work. He who has never passed 
through the travail of the soul in the work of regeneration in his 
own heart, can never make plain the way of salvation to others. 

* 3. He who is thus employed in the Christian ministry, should 
cultivate his mind in the most dilieent manner. He can neither 
learn or know too much. If called of God to be a preacher — and 
without such call he had better be a galley-slave— he will be able to 
bring all his knowledge to the assistance and success of his ministry. 
If he have human learning, so much the better ; if he be accredited 
and appointed by those who have authority in the church, it will be 
to his advantage : but no human learning, no ecclesiastical appoint- 
ment, no mode ^f ordination, can ever supply the Birine unction, 
without which he can never convert and build up the souls of men. 
The piety of the flock must be faint and languishing, when it is not 
animatea by the heavenly zeal of the pastor — ^they must be blind, 
if he be not enlightened ; and their faith must be wavering when 
he can neither encourage nor defend it. 

* 4. In consequence of the appointment of improper persons to 
the Christian mmistry, there has been, not only a decay of piety, 
but also a corruption of religion. No man is a tnie Christian 
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miDister who haB not graee^ gift^ and Jruits, If he have the grace 
of God, it will appear in his holy life and godly conTersation. If 
to this he add genuine ahilities, he will give fall proof of his 
ministry ; and if he give full proof of his ministry, he will 
have fruits; the souls of sinners will he conyerted to God 
hy his preaching, and heUevers will he huilt up in their most 
holy faith. How contemptihle must that man appear in the 
eyes of common sense, who hoasts of his clerical education, his 
sacerdotal order, his legitimate authority to preach, administer the 
sacraments, etc., while no soul is benefitted by his ministry ! Such 
a person may have legal authority for his income, but as to an 
appointment from God, he has none ; else his word would be with 
power, and his preaching the means of salvation to his penshing 
nearers.' 

Of such characters the prophet has recorded, * Thus saith 
the Lord God, Woe unto the foolish prophets, that follow 
their own spirit, and have seen nothing.' By the inspi- 
ration of God's Spirit, the prophet of the Lord is enabled 
in a few words effectually to express the dereliction and 
dismay conseqnent upon ungodly or improper ministers ; 
and the reason wherefore — because of their own ungodli- 
ness and inexperience of the nature of divine things. 

Were such a system established as would discard those 
unqualified shepherds, or at any rate, prevent their future 
entrance, how would all Christendom rejoice to hear that 
one of the most glorious Protestant churches in the world 
had cast off some of her besetments, and that she was 
now preparing to 'go on unto perfection' : that she might 
present to her Lord * living-stones, a spiritual house, 
an holy priesthood, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.' 

Behold the many whom she had offended, and whom she 
Lad occasioned to secede from her, now seeing obnoxious 
things removed and reformed, returning to Iheir first love, 
uniting with her congregations in prayer and praise, and 
worshipping the same Jehovah at her altars ! But as it 
was at the building of the second temple, some rejoiced, 
and some wept ; so now, the manner of gabbling the 
psalms would wound some, and unmove others* 0, how 
conflicting to some pious breasts, to hear those beautiful 
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aspirations of heavenly fervonr, deep hallowed experience, 
mingled with a blaze of prophetic Ulnmination and spiritnal 
edification, gibbled-gabbled over as thej are in the chnrch- 
senrice I Methinks, how the Psalmist wonld monrn with 
poignant disgust and horror to hear those sacred songs of 
bis, set in order hj intense application nnder the dictation 
of God's H0I7 Spirit, so mntilated and mocked I How he 
wonld, like Hogarth's enraged musician, stop his ears, and 
rush from her walls, as soon as that part of the seryico 
began ! If it be a sin of criminating magnitude ' to 
offend one of Christ's little ones ; ' much more any of 
God's chosen servants. And why offend any worshipper 
at God's temple, when such offence can be easily corrected 
or set aside ? The apostle says, ' If we know to do good, 
and do it not, it is sin/ It is, therefore, a sin, charge- 
able on her governors and rulers. A sin, which St. Paul 
on a much less occasion, said, he would not (from its 
consequences) repeat, ^ while the world standeth, lest,' he 
says, ' I make my brother to offend.' 

Awful, then, when managers of the sanctuary have it 
in their power, if they do not use it to the glory of him 
by whom it is bestowed ; especially as they are entrusted 
with so great a care for that very purpose : * that Zion 
may rejoice and be glad.' On the same principle, if 
tautology or supernumerary paragraphs be irksome and 
nnedifying, why not submit them to a revisal, or rescind 
and expunge them altogether ? St. Paul says, ' It is 
neither good to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor anything 
whereby thy brother stnmbleth, or is made weak.' On the 
same ground, anything whatever, producing the same 
effects, or having the same tendency, is not good, and of 
course should be avoided ; especially when so many 
may receive hurt among the promiscuous concourse of a 
public congregation. 

Scripture furnishes us with ample examples of altering, 
replenishing, and improving the state of the church at 
different times, according as circumstances required. The 
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proper season was pointed out bj God's Spirit, and the 
business accomplished bj hb inspired servants. And now 
that we have the revelation of heaven in onr hands, 
complete, we are by them to make every improvement that 
those records inculcate, having the authority of Jehovah 
to do so to the end of the world. By them, wonders 
must yet be achieved, and victories gained. Protestantism 
has surmounted Roman Catholicism. The standard of our 
Immanuel has been unfurled 'among the habitations of 
cruelty.' Weapons of war have been made into implements 
of peace, the * sword into the pruning hook.' Savages, 
cannibals, and demon monsters, have become ' the meek 
disciples of the gospel of love.' ' The everlasting word * 
is conveyed around to every quarter of our globe ; and 
'nations have been born in a day.' These are. glorious 
signs of progression, tokens of prosperity, fruits of invita- 
tion for us ' to be stedfast in every good word and T^ork, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, because ye 
know your labour shall not be in vain.' As in the 
material universe all is motion, the arm of God is ever 
working ; so, in the kingdom of the Lord's Son, to do 
well, all must be activity and progression, l^othing must 
be allowed to stand still, neither to slumber nor sleep ; 
we must not ' settle upon our lees.' The Christian's motto 
is * Onward.' * Grow, build up, press forward, abound more 
and more, go on unto perfection.' ' The night is far spent, 
the day is at hand ; let us, therefore, be up and doing, and 
whatsoever thou hast to do, do with thy might.' ' Set up 
your tabernacles after the similitude of the pattern of 
Jehovah's appointment ; present nothing lame unto the 
Lord ; let all things be done in order unto edification.' 
For 'a glorious high throne is the place of the Lord's 
sanctuary.' * Whatsoever thou hast to do,' says the apostle, 
' do all to the glory of God.' Which principle is applicable 
both to churches as well as individuals. And either one 
or the other will come short of honour, and fail in duty 
in proportion as that principle is practically neglected 
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It onght to be the leading aim of every Christian denomi- 
nation that they may present to Christ a glorious church, 
' not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that 
it should be holy, and without blemish.' 

When we consider that our cathedral prelacy possess all 
the treasures of ancient and modern knowledge, and are 
familiarized with the sentiments and spirit of our Pro- 
testant reformers ; having withal the whole system of 
divine revelation before them, especially the New Testa- 
ment for their guide ; - a lanthorn to their feet, and 
a lamp to their path' — what more can be wanted than 
humble, fervent, supplication to Him, who 'if we lack 
wisdom, giveth liberally, and upbraideth not ' ? Doubt- 
less, the same spirit which enlightened, actuated, and 
strengthened the ^Protestant Reformers of old, would again 
enlighten, actuate, and strengthen the Reformers now. 
Why should they shrink from an undertaking when the 
object is to effect improvements, remove hindrances, promote 
good, exalt 21ion, and magnify the praise of God ? Can 
they be guiltless while they remain neuter or indifferent ? 
Why should an hierarchy, embodying the learning and 
literature of the day, hesitate to devise means answerable to 
the exigencies and good sense of the enlightenment of the 
times ? Why should they falter to put into execution what 
lies within their power and their province, when so much 
good is capable of being done ? Shall history not find 
patriotic excellencies to narrate in our age of clerical deeds 
as well as others ? If the gordian knot be so difficult to 
untie, why not imitate the noble example of Alexander, and 
sever it in pieces at once ? Could they not tie another ? 
Could they not remodel and renew it again ? See wha;t 
has been done by one man, on whom and his followers 
have been abundantly poured the blessings and gracious 
favours of Providence to the present day. What one 
could do surely many could. And if the efforts of one, 
under the smile of heaven, can be sanctified and blessed, 
why not also by one congress of many ? There needs 
3 
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bat posseflsing the same renovation of Bonl, the same per- 
severing spirit of prayer, the same zeal for the salvation 
of sonls, and maiutainiog the same ardent sapplication 
for the manifestation of divine grace, and without donbt 
the effects would be corresponding. For, says our 
Saviour, 'According to your faith, so it shall be unto 
you.' * The Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save ; neither is His ear heavy, tbat it cannot hear.' 
* Break up, therefore, your fallow ground ; amend your 
ways and your doings,' says the Lord. 'Let me be- 
hold righteousness, holy living, and communion of saints 
among you.' 'Bring me in my due of thanksgivings, 
and praise, and hallowed o£ferings,' (not after the tradi- 
tions and inventions of men, but) ' such as are acceptable 
in my sight : and ye shall see if I will not open the doors 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing.' 

How would all Christendom rejoice to hear that the 
renowned Church of England had obtained such a bless- 
ing I How would the rejoicing re-echo when it was 
known that by her renovation the stains of mongrel Cal - 
vinism, as well as several objectionable spots, were re- 
moved ; and that now she presented a more lovely aspect 
than before. The exultation would continue at hearing 
that the last link of the chain between her and Papacy 
was completely severed, and that every connexion and 
similitude between them were wrenched asunder for ever. 
This would be well. But, oh I is it so ? Whence cometb, 
as St. Peter remarks, ' those damnable heresies, by reason 
of which many follow their pernicious ways, and the 
truth is evil spoken of ? Whence spring those Tracta- 
rian weeds, we might inquire, the fruits and seeds of 
which have overspread the borders of her own vineyard ? 
Are these the products of the good seed growing out 
of the ' good ground,' bringing forth fruit to the glory 
and praise of God ? Our Saviour inculcated the necessity 
that we should bring forth or bear fruit, 'much fruit,' 
good fruit, holy fruit, as the insignia and evidence of 
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being disciples to Him. ' So,' He says, * shall ye be my 
disciples,' adding, ' herein is my Father glorified.' ' Let 
your light so shine before men,' He says, * that they may 
see yonr good works, and glorify yonr Father which is 
in heaven.' Good works, or good frnits, 'holy works of 
the Spirit and of faith, approved of Christ and God the 
Father. ' Frnits of righteousness,' says St. Panl, ' which 
are by Jesns Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.' 
'Then,' says the Saviour, 'shall ye^be acceptable unto 
me, and be my disciples.' 'Bat, on the contrary,' replies 
the corollary, ' if instead of bringing fruit, ye bring forth 
weeds, and sour grapes instead of sweet, ye neither 
glorify my Father, nor are fit to be my disciples.' ' At 
the harvest home, at the great day, however, ye may say, 
' Have we not prophesied in thy name ? And in thy 
name cast out devib ? And in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? ' Then the Lord shall profess, ' I never 
knew you, depart frwn me, you workers of iniquity ' : 
for ye have trusted in your own inventions and vanities, 
professions and forms ; ' ye have hewn out cisterns for 
yourselves, and made sparks for yourselves ' ; those idols 
have ye sought, and encouraged, and set up ; and in 
them have ye trusted, not me. Ye have not c<Hne to me 
in ' self-abasement and penitence,' to be ' pardoned,' and 
'washed,' and 'cleansed,' and 'purified,' and 'sancti- 
fied,' and to be 'renewed again in. righteousness and true 
holiness.' Ye have not come ' to the blood of sprinkling,' 
and to the all-efficacious 'atonement and sacrifice of 
my beloved Son ; ' ye have not ' the wedding garments ' 
on ; ye have not the ' robes of Christ's righteousness ' 
upon you ; nor are your 'garments made white in the 
blood of the Lamb ' ; the ' hand-writing against you is 
not blotted out,' neither is yonr 'name written in the 
Lamb's book of life'; you are still 'under the curse,' 
' under oondemnation,' ' under the law ' ; ye are still 
'in your sins, and in your blood' ; 'depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity I ' Awful, then, the results attending 
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snch departure from the fdth. And the polity of 
that charch mast be very defective and blameable that 
cannot arrest the progress of error, and timely stop the 
conflagration of false doctrine, before it extends its pes- 
tiferons inflaence and destrnctive consequences aroand. 
A defect which demands effectaal correction ; or it is 
a flagrant defect still, devolving awful reprehensibility upon 
its rulers. 

The term * Gfaarcb,' here, has an appropriate application, 
because referring to the conduct of the rulers of a Christian 
community or religions society. The name ought never 
to have been applied to a building. It is a desecration 
and an abuse of a scriptural and sacred term. Its 
original indication and meaning was intended to denote 
an assembly, or a society, a company, congregation, or 
community ; and when religiously applied, had a specific 
signification relating to persons of piety, either locally 
situated or specifically convened, many or few, for the 
purpose of sacred worship, prayer, and praise. In this 
sense it is invariably used in the Scriptures. Applied, 
therefore, in any other way, is its misuse and abuse. 

There are several definitions given by the celebrated 
Stillingfleet on the word charch, which, as they emanate 
irom so high clerical anthority, merit our special attention. 
He says, ' The trne notion of a church is no more than a 
society of people united together for the order and govern- 
ment according to the rules of the Christian religion.' 
Again, he says, ^ A church is an assembly for divine 
worship.' Again, * The church is dissolved,' he says, < as 
soon as the congregation is broken up ; but if they retain 
the natnre of a charch when they do not meet together for 
worship, then there is some other bond that nnites them ; 
and wherever that is, it constitutes the church.' These 
views must be ever esteemed liberal and jast ; and they 
tend to sap the very fonndations of bigotry. Again, he 
remarks, * National churches are national societies of 
Christiansi under the same laws of government and rules 
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of worship/ He does not attach the name to a building, 
neither does he in these definitions sanction snch a notion, 
althoagh he himself was a clergyman. 

Some may attempt, to apologize and say that, under the 
construction of a rhetorical metonymy, (the container 
being put for the contained,) the word may thus be 
allowed, and be grammatically admissible. Certainly not. 
Inserted in a paragraph, where the just and evident 
meaning is palpably distinguishable by the rhetorical 
figure, it may ; but not otherwise ; and, therefore, in this 
instance inadmissible and improper. In the articles of 
our national church, it is well defined, ' A congregation of 
faithful men, in the which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments duly ministered, according 
to Christ's ordinance.' ' When we come to Rome for her 
own credentials, we justly expect them to be explicit and 
unimpeachable* And truly here the definition is unam- 
biguous, full, and complete, yet (be it observed) entirely 
free from the implication of any thing about a building. 

As to the term anciently applied to any kind of assembly, 
whether for political, religious, or any other purpose ; 
some authors append connecting explanatory words, such 
as, 'church of God,' ' church of Christ,' * Catholic church/ 
etc. And as the term admits much latitude of applica- 
tion, where the meaning is at all dubious, such adjuncts 
become more or less needful. In all these cases, the 
reference is wholly to persons, not to place. And the term 
church, from its original signification, can have no other 
etymological appropriation, but from misapplication and 
perversion. 

Investigation, then, will furnish us with no licence to 
justify the adoption of the word contrary to its original 
structure and meaning, especially when it already had its 
established sacred import: an import, therefore, which 
on no account ought to have been violated. But having 
been so, and improperly made use of, see the accompanying 
cafse which attends it to the present hour, and will 
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continue so till the nsage be done away and rectified. For 
its tendency not only mutilates God's hdy word, but by 
its misapplication, many are misled— « BnfRdent reason for 
the yindictive indignation of heaven. 

Rectified ! How rectified ? some will ask. Is there 
any resource to which we may infallihly appeal ? ' To the 
law and the testimony,' respond the Scriptures ; ' if they 
speak not (or act not) according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.' So in proportion as they 
deviate from this word, must there be a oomsponding 
deficiency of that true- light ; and consequently will be 
manifested by its devious way. The word of the Lord 
must be our great standard for all matters of religion, the 
religion of truth and of revelation. What says the 
Scriptures, then ? Let ub hear what the great apostle of 
the Gentiles advance; on this head, whose authority 
we cannot, we dare not, question. At the commence- 
ment of his epistles, he has given us several definitions of 
what he considered the constituents of a church. He 
says, * them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints.' Again, ' the saints and faithful in Christ 
Jesus.' Again, 'the saints in Christ Jesus.' Another 
time, ' the saints and futhfnl brethren in Christ Jesus.' 
Sometimes only, Uhe saints,' or, synonymous with all, 
* the church.' We have in these several addrcEses all 
implying the same, each one definitive, having equal au- 
thority, and the best authority that we can have ; 3ret there 
is not the semblance of any kind of building glanced at. 

With such authority for the right usage and appropria- 
tion of a sacred term, sealed by the stamp of heaven — 
bow astonishing and wonderful that it should ever have 
been misapplied. But that any, in this enlightened age, 
should be found still clinging to this misnomer with almost 
insuperable pertinacity, Is also astonishing and deplorable. 
Such, however, stands forward, as in bas relief, an instruc- 
tive lesson, showing how powerfully the prejudice of 
education and habit act upon the mind. For error as well 
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as trath, may both be propagated and strengthened by 
caltivation. And this mast ineyitably be the case with 
those who do not examine for themselves and separate the 
tares from the wheat. Doubtless, it was on this principle, 
under the guidance of this inspiration, which urged the 
apostle so emphatically to exhort the disciples to * contend 
for the faith once delivered unto the saints.' 

The arch enemy is never more snccessful than when he 
wears the appearance of virtue or sanctity, and when he 
can quote the language of either, or feign the resemblance 
of an angel of light. And he was well aware of the 
interminable evils that would be engendered by the mis- 
application of so important a scriptural word as ' church.' 
So indeed it proves ; and it is a melancholy demonstration 
of his foul sagacity and artifice ; for incalculable has been 
the mischief produced by the abuse of this sacred name. 
For instance, the majority of the thousands who attend 
there, consider the building to be after its name ; and 
never think to inquire any further about it. And because 
they go there, and are called one of its members (too 
often it is the case) they heedlessly imagine that is enough. 
How dreadful, then, the sweeping consequences of this 
delusive error I 

St. Paul, when persecuting the Christians, erringly 
thought he was doing God service ; because at the time 
of his doing so, he did not know better ; he had not been 
taught better. But when from Christ he learned a better 
way, he then changed his views and his conduct altogether. 
He saw he had been deceived, but as soon as he was un- 
deceived, and he saw his error, he no longer persisted in 
error, or in his usual course and habits, beciwse he had 
been accustomed to them, or because they had been 
practised before. No I He discarded them, changed 
them, and reformed them, consistently with his renewed 
perception of propriety, and, what was more, in accordance 
with sacred truth, and the approval of heaven ; and he 
was ' blessed in his deed.' And we may be assured what 
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God approves He will answer and bless. In this instance 
He has ; and thousands of others under similar circnm- 
stances ; and He will do so to thousands of others who 
will follow the apostle's noble example. Very appropriate 
and expressive are the apostle's own words : ' Those things 
which ye have learned, and received, and heard, and seen 
in me, do ; and the God of peace shall be with you.' 

No situation or place, on earth, but the sanctified 
human heart, is recognised in the Christian dispensation 
as the peculiar residence of Jehovah^ 

Even in the Old Testament we have it recorded, in 
language equally explicit^ beautiful, and sublime : ' Thus 
saith the Lord ; The heaven is my throne, and the earth 
is my footstool : where is the house that ye build unto me ? 
and where is the place of my rest ? For all these things 
hath my hands made, and all these things have been, 
saith the Lord. But to this man will J look, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my 
word.' In the New Testament we have this sentence from 
«6ur Lord himself : ' If a man love me, he will keep my 
words ; and my Father will love him ; and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him.' Again ; St. 
Paul instructs the Corinthians : ' Enow ye not that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you ? ' Again, he writes to the Hebrews : 
' Christ, as a son over his own house ; whose house ye 
are, if we hold fast the confidence and rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end.' Again, in the Apocalypse, St. 
John records : ^ I heard a g^reat voice out of heaven, say- 
ing. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself shall be with them, and be their God.' 
Here we have scriptural authority that on certain specific 
conditions of humility, contrition, godly fear, and godly 
love, spiritual enjoyment and faithfulness, Almighty 
God will graciously ' look down upon us ; make His 
abode yiiih us ; dwell with us ; acknowledge us His 
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temple, His house, His tabernacle and His people; that He 
himself will be with as and be our God.' We jastlj 
conclude (without the intervention of anything else) this 
IS enough. And glory, and praise, and thanks be unto God, 
we have found it so ! Had an English or a Romish 
church been essentially requisite in this Divine economy, 
success would not have been found elsewhere, and doubtless, 
had it been requisite, it would have been revealed in the 
Scriptures. But as in them there is no such statement, no 
allusion to it whatever, we infer, it is not essential ; and 
we challenge all the hierarchy of bishops, and archbishops, 
with all the fraternity of popes, cardinals, and Puseyites, 
and all the inventions of men, to gainsay our inference. 

Further. The Scriptures record of * innumerable multi- 
tudes who had washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb,* before the Christian era ; con- 
sequently, prior to the building up of a church, .and 
without its benefit. And if multitudes could obtain so 
high a degree of holiness, blessing, and glory, without 
favour, privilege, or aid, either from an English clergymanv 
and his church, or a Roman Catholic priest, so now ; 
and, as we have indubitable evidence of innumerable 
multitudes who have, since the Christian era, obtained 
Mike precious faith, and are gone triumphant home,' 
without either the one or the other, we utterly contemn 
the arrogance of exclusive pretensions. However valuable 
a national establishment may be to a nation, and a means 
in the hand of God of blessing many, yet we cannot on 
this account * limit the Holy One of Israel.' 

Our Lord Jesus Christ declares himself to be * the way, 
the truth, and the life : no man cometh unto the Father 
but by Me.' Then if we can come to the Father through 
Christ alone, and we cannot come or go to the Father only 
by Him, the necessity of any particular place is entirely 
out of. the question. In defiance of this testimony, who 
dare assert the contrary ? And what occasion have we to 
mind them if they do ? 
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Varied success attends every denomioatioii, which will 
always be the case with those ' who are made new crea- 
tures in Christ Jesos ; who walk not after the flesh, bat 
after the Spirit ; who live by faith not by sight ; who, by 
the Spirit, through faith, bring forth fruit unto holiness, 
acceptable unto God.' 

' Like priest like people.' But, ' woe to those with 
whom is intrusted the key of knowledge, who enter not in 
themselves, and hinder them that would. Woe to those 
who are unfaithful to their charge, who shun to declare 
the whole counsel of God — ^neglect to take heed to the 
flock, and to feed the church of Christ' 

The apostles were commissioned and commanded to 
feed the church of Christ. The English ear, from incul- 
cation and habit, immediately turns its ideas upon a 
building, although the apostles had no more idea about a 
building, than they had about a goose. How palpably 
absurd the idea of feeding a building! Some may 
attempt an explanation that it can be fed with whitewash 
,and mortar. True. But, however this may satbfy some 
of her priests, we know the commission was intended for a 
very diiOferent and far more noble purpose. The injunc- 
tion first proceeded from our Lord himself— -the almost last 
sacred request enjoined upon the apostles : ' Feed my flock ; 
feed my church * : flock and churdi having synonymous 
meaning — ^flock, in allusion to sheep, meaning his disciples, 
or those who worshipped, followed, and were taught by 
him; church, consequently, implying the same. Who can 
imagine any one so stupid — so ridiculously ignorant — as 
to suppose our Lord meant by this injunction that the 
apostles were to go and feed a great bnil^g! When 
St. John received the Apocalypse in the island of Patmos, 
he was instructed to write to the churches. But let us 
not on that account confound our senses by prejudice, or 
for a moment fancy anything about a building ; for there 
were no such places in existence long after the apostles 
were all dead. The churches here addressed, therefore. 
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eoald not possibly have any allusion to temporal bnildiogs 
wbateyer. Indeed, the pangent style of his reproof, and 
the authoritative, didactic manner of writing, -would be 
the highest of folly and ludicrous nonsense, addressed to 
senseless walls ; whereas, when applied to rational beings, 
who were under awful responsibility for their proper use 
or misuse of the counsels given, the application of the 
term is at once consistent and its meaning clearly 
defined. 

In the Aets^ and in St. Paul's writings, we read of the 
church in rooms, in houses, and in caverns or caves, 
and on the sea shore. Now, every one knows how 
impossible it would be to drag such a. building as an 
English church either into a room, or a house, a cavern, 
or a cave, or to the sea shore. These churches, then, to 
which the apostles refer, were Christian converts, at or 
belonging to the places mentioned ; and invariably this is 
the signification of the term whenever used in the 
Scriptures. 

Our Saviour gives us the meaning of the word ' church,' 
in reply to St. Peter's declaration of his faith. On this 
rock, he says, that is, on the rook of St. Peter's faith, should 
his church be built : implying the spiritual building of 
the household of faith, spoken of by St. Peter : ' Ye, 
also, as lively stones (or living stones), are built up 
a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptidble to God by Jesus Christ.' And also 
by St. Paul : * Now ye (the church) ai*e no more strangers 
and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of 
the household of God ; and are built upon the, foundation 
of the apostles and prophets,' (not upon the foundation of 
brick and mortar, but upon the foundation of apostles 
and prophets), ' Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
st(me ; in whom all the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth into an holy temple in the Lord ; in whom ye 
also are builded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit.' Not a word, not a syllable, not a hint, is 
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intimated about a temporal building. 'If a man love 
me,' says onr Lord, ' he will keep my words j and my 
Father will love him, and we will come nnto him, and 
make onr abode with him.' Again, onr Savionr prays, 
' that they (the trne Christians, the cfanrch) may be one, 
as thon, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also 
may be one in ns.' Again, St. John writes, * Hereby we 
know that we dwell in Him (God), and He in ns, becanse 
He hath given ns of His Spirit.' Again, ' Behold,' says 
Christ, <I stand at the door, and knock ; if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me.' The habitation of God, 
therefore, refers not to any ontward or artificial strnctnre, 
bnt to the living heart, or soul, within this onr living 
' temple,' made meet, < throngh faith, and the washing of 
regeneration,' for the ' indwelling ' and residence of *• the 
Spirit,' God's Holy Spirit. (See Eph. iii.) 

0, ye, who make light of God's holy word, when ye 
read these Scriptures, and consider their authority — the 
words of onr Lord himself, and His servants, the apostles, 
writing under the guidance of divine inspiration, agreeing 
in the same essentials of what the church* consists, and 
what God acknowledges as His — Are ye not ashamed ; 
do ye not feel indignant, that yon should so long have 
been led away from the simple ' truth as it is in Jesns,' by 
the false sound of a mis-name ? And now that ye 
behold its erring, evil tendency, ' causing many to stumble,' 
do ye not tremble lest the * fiery indignation ' of heaven 
should strike down, and * consume the refuge of lies ' ? 

While the sacred oracles are in our hands, and Solo- 
mon tells us of the glorious majesty and residence of 
Jehovah, that the < heaven of heavens cannot contain 
him' 5 and St Paul, that we are God's temple ; and our 
Lord, that Peter's faith was the foundation of His church ; 
shall we, can we, heed those who oppose the divine 
testimony, and idolize a building becanse called by 
a false name ? Compromise on such terms would be 
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' abomiaation ' in the sight ' of Him with whom we have 
to do.' 

Having taken notice of some of the flaws relative to 
the English Establishment, of Bishops, of the Burial 
Service, Confirmation, etc., as well as the word, ^ church,* 
let us again turn onr attention to the term * Bishop.* 

We read of St. Paul and Barnabas < ordaining elders 
in every church ' ; and of Paul leaving Titus in Crete to 
* ordain elders in every city.' St. Paul also defines what 
;s a church ; and who and what such Elders or Bishops 
should be — for Elders and Bishops are synonymous in the 
Scriptures. These definitions are not to be superseded 
by any other. Now, the institution of a chnrch, or a bishop, 
not according to those definitions, are, therefore, not of 
divine authority ; and what is not of divine authority, rela- 
tive to God*s ordinances, must meet the disapprobation of 
God. 

In our Lord's ministerial appointments, character was a 
leading feature ; and St. Paul directs, ' Let the elders that 
rdle well be counted worthy of double honour ; especially 
they who labour in the word and doctrine.' But it is no- 
where stated in the scriptural records that, by appoint- 
ment of such office, they were to lord it over their 
ministerial brethren. 

Elder, as the name implies, is a person whose life 
has extended beyond his teens, whose character is formed, 
and whose experience and age place him in an attitude to 
be known and judged of with confidence. Such persons, 
men of faith and zeal, known to he men of integrity and 
uprightness, holy, temperate, and discreet, full of wisdom 
and the Spirit, able to admonish, well received of them 
without ; such persons were selected for the ministry, and 
from them were elected the pastor, or overseer, or bishop 
over a congregation or chnrch, as a shepherd, under the 
Great Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 

This b the order authorized by the inspired servants of 
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Heaven. This is the dirine order, approved of by 
God ; the pattern by which all churches should be re- 
gulated. 

Is it any where recorded by divine or inspired sanction, 
that God ordered statesmen, under the authority of a 
parliament and the crown, to ordain bishops ? I ad^ 
whether, in all the annals of the holy Scriptures, such a 
precedency, or such instructions, were ever given, espe- 
cially since the introduction of Christianity ? I hear the 
unanimous response — the universal cry — No. Then, such 
a procedure is not what God approves, but what be dis- 
approves; and, as such, it would be better that it were 
altogether abolished. For it is not rational to suppose 
that God will bless that which He disapproves. 

Again, let us inquire, is it any where recorded that God 
ordered large sums of money to be given to those who 
were ordained bishops, thousands a-year ? No. No such 
an order, no such precedency, has ever been given by 
divine authority. Then, it has not the sanction, nor the 
approval, of God. And, as we have inspired documents 
testifying quite opposite practice and principles, we have 
no sacred testimony in its favour ; no certitude from any 
divine revelation that its adoption can ever obtain the 
approbation on high. And when we take into considera- 
tion the moral tendency of such things being opposed 
to the divine morale, it ought to have been sufficient 
reason against their introduction ; and it ought to weigh 
the scale against their continuance now. 

Does money either impart ^wisdom or virtue ? We 
know it does not. Experience solves the problem, and 
attests it does not. The pen of inspiration declares, the 
love of it * is the root of all evil,' and that it is ^ a snare 
which drowns men in destruction and perdition.' 

Wisdom is the choice and application of the best 
means to efieet and secure the best ends. This is the 
wisdom of God — ^the divine morale. 

Now let us put the question, would that be consistent 
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with the wisdom of God, to institute what was, by His 
own authority, liable to lead to * all evil, to idestructioD, or 
perdition ' ? Every one replies, No. Then, such 
practice could never have derired its authority, nor could 
ever obtain approval, from on high. 

Our Saviour conveyed his instructions sometimes in one 
way and sometimes in another ; sometimes in acts, at 
others by words. In whatever way, it is our duty to 
adhere to them, and they should take the prominent lead 
in all ministerid affairs. Our Saviour did not enter into 
the minntin and innuendoes of denominational differences ; 
it was sufficient for Him to define principles, and to 
delineate rules, maxims, and practices, sufficient for our 
guidance, civil and religious, in all the duties and cir- 
cumstances of life. These, of course, Grod approves ; 
which should ever engage our highest regards. By them 
we should be goyerned, by them we should be regulated, 
by them we should be actuated, in words, thoughts, and 
deeds ; in church affairs, *and others out of church ; ' in 
season and out of season.' By so doing, we secure the 
approbation of heayen ; and in proportion as we are 
actfiated in any way adverse to them, we must necessarily 
incur the disapprobation of heaven. 

Their application will admit with a good deal of various 
modulation. Inasmuch as that is regulated in conjunction 
and consistent with the Scriptures, divine favour and 
approval will never fail. But, on the contrary, whatever 
IB instituted which cannot be deduced from scriptural 
instruction, neither from inspired nor divine precedency, 
most incur the disapprobation of God. 

A practice, for instance, may be introduced which can 
claim no actual divine precedency, yet its divine morale 
may be such that it may be not only tmobjectionable, but 
to be approved. On the other hand, a practice may be 
Introduced, which can claim divine authority or precedency, 
but from some misapplication or misuse, or some con- 
nexion with what is not hallowed and right, may be so 
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contrary to the diyine morale, as to render it objectionable, 
and incur the disapproval of the Almighty. For instance, 
Romanism., Eomanism makes a handle of the Scriptures^ 
bnt makes use of it to establish and propagate error. 
Satan can quote Scripture, and so guilefully as to answer the 
most malignant fell purpose. He may appear as an angel of 
light for the same intent ; but the appearance is erroneous. 
A magistrate or a king may wield their arm against truth 
in the maintenance of error ; but it is error still. Truth, 
as well as that which in itself is good, may be misused 
and abused so as to engender evil, and may be applied to 
aid the stratagems of the most vile. But truth and good 
axe, nevertheless, not altered on that account. The 
antiquity of Romanism changes not its error. Satan is 
the same devil he ever was. And however the Establish- 
ment may be garnished by learning, dignities, or gold ; or 
however her votaries may venerate her antiquity; her 
venerated error is error still. 

Moses inculcated that nothing which was lame, imper- 
fect, mutilated, unsound, unclean, or unholy, was to be 
esteemed fit for a sacrifice, or a presentation unto the 
Lord. And Ezekiel says, speaking on the authority of 
God : * No stranger nncircnmcised in heart nor uncir- 
cumcised in flesh, shall enter my sanctuary.' Both the 
Old Testament as well as the New, enjoin the most strict 
regard to character, towards suitability for the ministerial 
service. David says, alluding to God's temple and the 
worship that God requires : * Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness ; bring an offering and (then) come into 
my courts.' What is this * beauty ' ? The glorious light of 
God's countenance shining in the heart ; manifested by * all 
holy conversation and godliness,' and * adorning the gospel 
of Christ in all things.' This refers, more especially, to 
personal, or inward character. It also implies that 
whatever has relation to the church within or without, 
should bear strict accordance and similitnde to the 
* pattern ' as dictated by inspiration. 
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Next, what is this ^offering' ? The offering and 
yielding np of oar sins and errors, and ' presenting our- 
selves a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, through 
faith in the great sacrificial offering of oar Lord Jesas 
Christ.' As the prophet says, ' that we may offer anto 
the Lord an offering in righteoasness/ Then, he adds, 
* shall the offering be pleasant unto the Lord.' ' Another 
prophet writes, ' Wash yon, make yoa clean ; put away 
the evil of your doings ; learn to do well.* Then follows 
the invitation — ^ Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord.' 

Be the Anglican church remodeled after this manner ; 
her affection and adherence to antiquated errors removed ; 
and so certain as the living God has promised, so certain 
will He perform according to His promise. 

* Faithful is He who hath called you ; who also will do 
it.' 

Our Saviour evinced His regard to the principles which 
He inculcated in the selection which He made in choosing 
the apostles. ' Behold Nathanael, in whom is no guile,' 
was His remark. Here, without academical honours, . 
collegiate credentials or diploma, character is exhibited 
as the primary, the all-efficient qualification. Those 
honours and credentials are not repudiated ; they may, 
being sanctified, be rendered advantageous. But the 
stress and emphasis is especially directed to character. 
St. Peter defines the kind of character which all the 
apotles possessed ; he says, * They left all for Christ.' 
When a person can so believe, have faith in, and love to 
God, as willingly to leave every earthly tie and interest 
for His sake, we shall need not to hesitate in classing 
that person among the extraordinary of our species. Quite 
of a superior order to those who, when oar Lord called, 
made excuses about oxen, merchandizing, and a wife. 
These are they who love the pleasures and the things of 
the world more than the things of God. And none of 
these, we find, our Lord selected. 

4 
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Dae examination of the inspired records will enable ns 
to discern what Grod approves, and what He disapproves. 
Now, what He does not approve, He mast, in some 
degree, disapprove ; and, of course, the more opposed to 
His approbation, the more disapproved. And when we 
remember, that His jadgment in whatever He approves 
or disapproves mast be best, we have in oar possession 
those credentials which can always enable as to decide 
accordinglj. 

This decision stamps oar parpose either with truth or 
error. It was the truth which God in Christ came down 
to establish on the earth. It was the truth which God 
in the H0I7 Spirit, dictated by inspiration, the Scriptures. 
If our decision is derived and founded on the inspired 
volume, we have the basement and materials of truth for 
our guidance and judgment ; and while on this foundation 
and from this source, we rear a superstructure for the 
glory of the Lord, neither the foundation nor the 
materials shall fail in their purpose. But if it be not 
to the glory of the Lord, then, neither the approbation 
nor the blessing of the Lord are anywhere promised. 

Now, to rear up any sacred institution or system, not 
with ^ single eye ' and purpose to the glory of the Lord, 
is as offering a lame sacrifice, which is ' unacceptable ; ' 
upon such no favour, no benediction, is prombed. If the 
purpose, like a 'double-minded man,' be partly for man, 
and partly for God, then, it can never claim the full 
approval of the Most High. Father, Son, and Spirit, 
must alike disown the work ; and its disloyal bearing 
would tend to solicit rather the frown than the smile from 
Jehovah's throne. 

Truth only receives the favour and approval of God. 
Error, of whatever cast, must meet His disapproval, 
and mast be either removed or perish. 

Everything that is not truth is error ; and all error, 
as well as sin being opposed to truth, must be ultimately 
burnt up and entirely consumed. (Mai. iv, 1.) 
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JesQS declares, jast before His crncifizion, * To this end 
was I born ; and for this canse came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unta the trnth.' ' Mj kingdom 
is not of this world ; ' ' my kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom.' 

To which the chnrch responds, ' Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.' Whilst 
everything earthly must perish with the using. Thine is 
the kingdom, imperishable, endnring, eternal. Thine is 
the kingdom, for which all other kingdoms were made ; 
that the concentration of their 'excellencies' (not their 
errors) may be added unto it, to abide for ever. (Rev. 
xxi.) ' For the glory of the nations shall be added nnto it.' 

Thine is the kingdom which shall ultimately and eter- 
nally remain to be the abode of those who are meet for 
it — lovers of God, lovers of good, lovers of trnth, haters 
of evil, unrighteousness, and error. Thine is the kingdom, 
which shall ultimately substantiate and manifest the 
power of truth over evil and error, to the glory of God. 
Where the glorious song of the Redeemer's praise from 
the innamerable glorified spirits of men and angels shall 
be snug in His glorified kingdom for ever. The kingdom 
which the Lord Jesus shall deliver over to the Father, 
when mortality (that is, everything earthly) shall be 
swallowed up of life (life eternal), and ' God shall be 
all and in aU.' Where the * unbeliever, and whatsoever 
worketh abomination and maketh a lie,' shall be banished 
from the presence of the Lord for ever. Be impressed, 
then, ye who are in authority, at the sequalas of 'work- 
ing abomination and a lie' (or working abomination 
and error). Sin brought error and all ' our woe.^ JeiSus 
Christ, ' full of grace and truth,' came down to overcome, 
overthrow, and eradicate both sin and error ; and to 
establish the eternal durability of truth. ^All flesh is as 
grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away ; 
but the word of the Lord endureth for ever.* 
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Everything earthly, worldly, transitory, sinfal, errone- 
ous, nnrighteoas, nnholy, mast mingle together in the 
find conflagration, preliminary to the 'new earth,' 
where everything is rectified — where only dwelleth 
righteous characters, lovers of righteousness, ' the righte- 
oQsness of God by faith ' ; not the lovers of nnrighteons- 
ness and error. 

Mercy and truth is the onward dispensation of heaven 
to us now. But if we are determined not to embrace her 
friendly hand, then from the ordeal of 'justice and judg- 
ment/ delinquency cannot escape. 

As, in animal nature, one generation succeeds another, 
like engendering like ; so error leads to error, and truth 
to truth. The 'good tree bringeth forth good fruit* ; and 
vice versa. It is the business of a church to plant the 
tree on the basement of Divine truth, that it may become 
a ' good tree,' ' bearing good fruit,' to the welfare and 
salvation of immortal souls ; and to the honour and glory 
and praise of God ; which the tree of error can never 
produce. However it may be lauded or venerated by 
antiquity, under whatever garb, error is error still. 

With whatever dress, or under whatever authority, 
error may exist, it can never have the approbation of 
God. Diabolonians and men may conspire to foster 
and bolster up their pyramids of error, to the wonder- 
ment of the unhallowed multitudes around ; errors of 
Romanism, or of Anglo-churchismi with their twin disci- 
ples of Tractarian progeny ; error of Pharisees, Calvinists, 
sorcerers, Socinians, as well as idolaters, unbelievers, and 
profane — all and everything adverse to the will and truth 
of God* must be drawn by that irresistible vortex, to perish 
for evermore. The pen of inspiration had occasion to trans- 
cribe — ' God is true, but every man is a liar.' So is the 
position of every one who opposes the truth of God. 
Other texts, also, mark the force of Scripture language : 
< We all (by nature) come short of the glory of God.' 
' We all (by nature) go forth from the cradle telling lies.' 
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' There is none good, no (by nature) not one.' Why ? 
Sin has entered into our world, and, in consequence, all by 
nature are in that state— defiled, fallen from trath, and 
must have ever continued so, but for the mercy and loye 
of God in Christ, in densing a means both towards its 
restitution, and towards our rescue from its thraldom ; and 
by the establishment of truth, utterly to exterminate the 
resources of error, that it may never more have opportunity 
or power of invading the *new earth wherein dwelleth 
righteousness,' nor of alloying that ' inheritance which is 
incorruptible, nndefiled, and that fadeth not away.' 

This will terminate the great work of God in frustrating 
the machinations and work of the evil one-—' the father 
of lies.' This will consummate the grand theme of 
human redemption ; and immortalize the song of praise in 
the final triumph and victory of truth over error, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And shall the errors of the 
Anglo-Church mingle with the final overthrow ? Is there 
no reprieve ? There is. Let them see to it in a right 
way, and it will be done. 

God is truth. The whole universe— the unbounded 
display of innumerable worlds through infinite space, are 
the demonstrations of ' His handy-work,' which is done 
in truth ; and, done in truth, endureth for ever. ' He 
spake, and it was done ; He commanded, and it stood 
fast for ever.' Our Saviour says of himself : ' I am the 
way, the truth, and the life.' Has this 'way' been 
adopted by the Anglican church ? No, it has not. 
Whilst it adopts and maintains another way, can it meet 
the divine approval ? No. Jehovah's voice ; the testi- 
mony of the revelation of truth ; the declaration of the 
King's Son ; the mighty thnnderings of God's word — 
proclaim and ascribe their disapprobation. The long- 
suffering mercy of heaven affords opportunity for re- 
clamation. But when the Almighty shall wield His 
omnipotent arm against His adversaries, then must every 
opposition to His ' way ' be uprooted, thrown down, and 
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destroyed. Divers and varions have ' been the efforts of 
the Israelite to establish idolatrous practices, and other 

* ways'; but all have come to nought — so must terminate 
the case of every other. Other ways, other inventions, other 
bishopricks, may be adopted and established, and a whole 
nation may be influenced to pay immense sums for their 
support and to venerate antiquated vanity ; but from the 
All-seeing Eye error cannot be screened ; and if not removed 
or reformed, must, like ' Dagon's image,' be cast down. 

As certain as in arithmetics two and one are three ; 
and, as in material nature, certain causes produce certain 
effects ; so certain are the deductions of moral cause and 
effect. They may be beclouded in a mystery, and 
inscrutable to human apprehension, but not so to 
Omniscience. 

How any one sincerely regarding, as well as believing, 
the Scriptures — God's holy word, the Divine revelation ol 
truth — and knowing the requirements of an English 
bishop, can undertake that office without much compromise 
of principle, it is difficult to conceive. 

To love God with the soul, solicits towards Him the 
most profound reverence, regard, and adoration, to all 
His attributes and perfections. But as the English bishop, 
by his office, openly avows a preference of a great share 
of his love to his church's arrangements before God's, how 
is it possible he can, at the same time, love God's the 
best ? It is impossible. The commandment says, * with 
all the heart,' or affections. But the English bishop 
voluntarily engages his affections (or he ought to do, 
otherwise he is not sincere and true to his profession) 
on the dicta and order as established in his own church, 
rather than that which the Scriptures inculcate. Then here 
must be a compromise of holy principle. Entire regard 
ta apostolical rule and authority, while systematically 
and officially practising some other, is irreconcilable — they 
cannot be blended without compromise. Next cornea, 

* with all the mind,' or the understanding. A bishop, of 
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whatever cast, ought to have, and of course it is under- 
stood that he has, some knowledge of the Scriptures ; 
and if, in accordance with the commandment, he has 
amply applied his mind to them, as St. Paul directs, 
* with all judgment/ it would he illiberal not to give him 
credit for having done so. He has then read them, 
examined them — it may be, accompanied his researches 
with prayer. And he is come to the conclusion, and 
professedly announces before the world, and before the 
face of heaven, that he considers and esteems the Anglican 
church's mode of ordaining their bishops, to be better and 
more preferable than the plan adopted by the apostles, and 
instituted by the counsels of the wisdom of the triune God. 

Now, let us put the question fairly. Can he, with 
all his mind, love God and His holy word, and the 
system which it inculcates ; and regard, so much as to 
make choice of another, both at the same time? Locke 
says, it is impossible for the same thing to be, and not to be. 
Every one will admit, that where the choice and preference 
is given, must determine the balance of the mind in 
favour either of the one side or the other. There is, 
then, in this case — there must be, a certain compromise 
of the mind disparaging to its being 'wholly' devoted 
to the Lord. The text now searches into the deep 
recesses of the inner man — the soul. That faculty which 
embosoms and comprehends conceptions beyond temporal 
things, compounds and digests its own ideal vocabulary, 
which gives the savour and finish-touch to all the charms 
and character of life, that which models the vital spark 
for other glories and destinies beyond the grave, and 
soars through the regions of illimitable space to heaven 
and to God. This noble faculty, this divine endowment, 
the Creator's *gift,' this emanation from the bosom of 
the Eternal, before ' a cloud of witnesses,' has now to 
manifest and disclose the nature and preponderance of its 
love, whether for God or Mammon. 

Behind the scene the arch enemy has his golden bait 
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tnd saoerdoUl ca|>. The * series of the sanctnary/ are 
set, the ministering angels are bearing record, every ^e 
watches the balance wheel, whether it poises to the right 
hand or to the left, whether on terra it rests, or rises 
buoyant on the wings of faith and love to lay at Jeho- 
vah's feet.' The bishop ventures there. The Saviour, 
into whose hands is given all judgment and all power, 
beholds the advocate, and says, * Friend, how earnest thoa 
here, not having on the wedding garments.' Suffice. 
Let the black curtain drop^ and hide us from the awfiil 
result I 

We could further notice other of God's commands, 
especially the second, seventh, and eighth of the decalogue. 
Of the second.-— To allow anything earthly to take the pre- 
cedency of divine rule and authority, is idolatry. Not 
to glorify God in all that we have and do, or to glorify 
ourselves, or others, instead of Him, is breach of the eighth 
commandment. It is stealing what belongs to Him ; it 
is indifierence, ingratitude, and robbery towards Him to 
whom we are most indebted, ' whose we are, and whom 
we ought to serve,' our Creator, our best Friend, and our 
greatest Benefactor. The seventh commandment applies 
equally to spiritual adultery, as it does to adultery of 
the flesh. And, devotional regard paid to any order of 
worship or adoration in preference to that prescribed by 
inspiration, is spiritual adultery. Violation of this law 
admits of much more extension than this definition, but it 
is enough for our present purpose. All the remarks in 
this paragraph, we shall find, on inspection, involve, more 
or less, delinquency upon the office of the Anglican 
bishop. But further. The Psalmist says, 'Give unto 
God the glory due to His name.' ' No,' says the Anglican 
bishop, ' I cannot do that, because I must give a great 
deal of it to my church, and to myself ; and I must too 
give some of it to state royalty, and the crown, for 
making me what I am.' The Lord enjoins to His ser- 
vants, 'See thou to the pattern I set, and depart not 
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from it either on the right hand or the left.' The 
Anglican bishop says he mast depart both from the 
one side and the other, or he mnst depart from his berth. 
Our Sayionr sajs, * Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
{ue,f pre-eminently,) and His righteonsness, and all things 
shall be added nnto yon.' The English bishop demurs 
upon * seek ye first/ or pre-eminently ; for he says * I 
cannot ; I dare not go beyond the canons, and regnlations, 
and righteonsness, of my church.' Again, it is said, by 
the Redeemer's authority, ' Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.' Aa for that, the 
Anglican bishop says («'. e., his office and position compels 
him), 'I have enough to do, to be as perfect as my church 
will let me.' In all these instances we have compromise 
of principle, and that always at the expense of hallowed 
regard. 

These remarks have been chiefiy levelled at bishops, 
elevated as they are to render conspicuous example of 
Christian character. In this sketch we have the failings 
of humanity in exalted and sacred attire. It shows us 
the danger of riches and honour. How difficult it is to 
resist the temptation of gold and fame, as well as how 
difficult it is to be truly ' holy.' And it also teaches us 
not to envy their lot. We may also learn from the 
exhibition of these analyses and reflections, that the only 
security for man's present and eternal happiness, is fidelity 
and due regard towards God. 

Whilst we take a retrospective view of the above 
remarks, we easily perceive the defects ponrtrayed. Let 
us extract the good from the evil. Let it be to us as a 
lesson, a beacon, a guide, through this probationary 
scene. Let us with earnestness and candour, with con- 
science and the word of God, in the same way as we have 
scrutinized the bishop's path, scrutinize ourselves. As 
St. Paul admonishes, 'Examine yourselves, whether ye be 
in the faith ? ' ^This faith, of course, implies the faith which 
he himself taught and inculcated. To examine ourselves 
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according to onr own creed or faith, amounts to no- 
thing, as regards Christian discipline. And if we have 
any knowledge of Christianity, or are anywhere within 
the circle of its influence, then no other kind of examina- 
tion will avail, but, ' to the law and the testimony,' or the 
Scriptures. This must be both our text book and our test 
book. Whatever may be derived either from churches or 
men must not be our entire dependence ; they may, per- 
haps, assist ; but the word of God is infallible and indis- 
pensable. 

In whatever sphere or occupation of life, there are its 
snares, its temptations, and its trials. We are all the 
subjects of two contending moral elements — ^good and 
evil. God on the right hand ; Satan on the left. God 
striving with us for good ; Satan for evil. God infusing 
sentiments and emotions of rectitude, benevolence, and 
heavenly aspirations ; Satan urging us to the pleasures of 
sin, to the evanescent experience of sensuality and earthly 
enjoyments, at the expense of better welfare. It is in 
this arena of elementary contention the battle must be 
fought, as we all must come to the final tribunal to hear our 
eternal judgment of the ' deeds done in the body, whether 
they be (in the sight of God) good or bad.' There is no 
evading the alternative. Our position may, or it may 
not be lofty. However, the question is, or will be — the 
issue must be decided. Has it been our constant principle, 
our constant endeavour, in < faith and love,' word, thought, 
and deed, to please and serve God, to do His will, 
magnify His praise, and glorify His name ? If so- 
well. If not, whether learned or unlearned, rich or 
poor, circumstances and condition will make no difference, 
the finale must be woe, woe, woe. ' God is no respecter 
of persons.' Every one of us has the opportunity of 
contending for the ' immortal prize.' * Now is the day of 
salvation ; now is the acceptable time :' •'.«., now, 'in 
onr day and generation ;* while we are in this world. In 
vain postponement. Time flies. Life is uncertain* The 



18 AKTIQT7ATED EBROB. 59 

termination adrances. The opportanity will soon be 
over ; 'tis lost, and gone for ever ! 

The opportanity neglected, shall we not then with 
shame stand 'before the assembled nniverse, to hear the 
exposition and judgment of oar folly ? Let as, then, ere 
too late, * turn and try our ways.' Every one of us, 
upon due examination, will find he has ' come short of 
the glory of God.* And by the law of heaven, therefore, 
the perfect law, every one of as — one and all are under 
condemnation.' For of that^law, comparing it to a chain, 

Whatever link you strike, 
Ten, or ten thousandth, breaks the chain alike/ 

Let as then take care that neither gold, nor elevation, 
nor anything else, turn us, from ' the strait and narrow 
way.' Wolsey at the last said, ' Oh, that I had served 
my God as I have served my king ! ' But it was too late. 
Balaam, who knew the Lord, and had received a prophet's 
commission — ^yet Balak's wages were enough to turn him. 
And though he could write and say, ' that I may die 
the death of the righteous, and my last end be like his ' ; 
yet ' was found ' (as a token of the vengeance of heaven 
against him) ' slain among the Philistines.' 

In the previous delineation of the bishop's derelic- 
tion and overthrow, the love of God and His 
way is made subordinate to his church, instead of his 
church and all its regulations being subordinate to 
the love of God. It is in the way only of a few to 
have the same kind of trial as that of a bishop, 
though many an ambitious look is cast in that direction. 
The greater sin is in the rulers of the church authorities 
in suffering it to continue as it is. Let us, however, be 
watchful in whatever we may ' find our hands to do ' ; 
or in whatever circumstances we may be placed, that the 
* deceitfulness of sin,' either arising from our own corrupt 
nature, or the stratagem of our dynamic adversary, lead 
us not astray. We may be unsuspectingly actuated by 
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emulation, avarice, worldly-mindedness, pride, or temper, 
or something otherwise than < faith which worketh by 
love.' If so, the heart, and consequently the way, is not 
right. 

A poet has beantifally written — 

* Whilst I, the faults of others see ; 
Teach me, Lord, to feel my own.' 

This will pave the way to many christian virtues. And 
St. Paul's advice, to * overcome our most bese ting sin, 
duly attended to, will tend to remove and escape much 
evil, as well as enable us to * run the heavenly race.' Ah ! 
the poet's prayer : others faults see, but feel our own. 
So soon as this state of mind is acquired, self, idol self, 
loses its charms ; and instead of a bed of noxious weeds, 
springs up a bed of fragrant flowers. The noxious weeds 
are pride, vanity, arrogance, self-conceit and self-esteem, 
presumption, ugly tempers, etc. — the hatefulness of which, 
duly appreciated and felt, by hallowed light, would 
spontaneously die away, for the growth of affability, 
amiability, good will, kindness, goodness, meekness, 
humility, charity, etc. ; as is beautifully expressed in 
Scripture language, * Instead of the thorn shall come up 
the fir tree ; and instead of the brier shall come up the 
myrtle tree.' Self-examination continued, soon engenders 
self-abasement and contrition (so shocking to refined 
genteels). — Soon it ascertains, through the inspired word, 
the direful effects of man's fall, and finds itself involved 
in the same downfall. God's image in paradise — lost. 
The effulgence of heaven-born virtues and graces within, 
glowing without — no more seen — no more felt— leaving 
consciousness sensible of its corrupt naftare, * earthly, 
sensual, devilish.' — * Wretched, miserable, naked, blind,' 
Eden forfeited, nature corrupted, of nakedness ashamed ; 
and blind, as well heavenward as to God. Self-condem- 
nation now gladly clasps a saving hand. Timely a 
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Sayionr's voice gladdens the frantic heart, and the grand 
Bcheme of the sacrificial atonement for man's redemption 
welcomes the ear. The trinne God is now discovered — 
whence deep, aidcnt prayer rises from earth to heaven ; 
and mercy, as the beaming of ' the light of God*s counte- 
nance/ descends, and revives and replenishes the 'new 
bom ' soul. It now feels itself a ' new creature ' — enjoys 
spiritual communion ; and experiences a 'joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.' Holy zeal, gratitude, and love, take 
possession within the breast, exciting anxious desire to be 
np and doing ' ; to serve, and honour, and praise, and 
glorify God. The new-born soul no longer lives for the 
world ; but ' presses forward for the mark of the prize of 
the high calling,' and prepares for the glorious coming 
again of the Lord Jesus, to be an inheritor of His kingdom 
for ever. Such, the true Christian's termination. Well 
that it be ours. 

From this digression, let us return to our subject, 
with a few parting words with the bishop. The drift 
of the argument tends to show the bishop's failure, 
and that Christ repudiates all error. It also illustrates 
that error, however venerated or attired, is error still. 
Although Christ repudiates it, the Anglican church 
upholds it. Truth is against presumption and error ; 
they are as antagonists one against the other, and there- 
fore can never agree, unite, nor harmonize together. The 
combined powers of all the attributes of Jehovah are 
engaged in the obliteration of error in the establishment 
of truth. The Anglican church, as well as the Roman, 
in defiance of heaven, continues to lift up each their wand 
by their advocacy for error, to resbt the purpose aud 
will of the Most High. The Almighty Arm is still out- 
stretched in mercy, crying, < Turn ye, turn ye, lest ye 
die,' lest my ' wrath be kindled but a little,' and ye be 
utterly consumed, * that it shall leave you neither root nor 
branch.' 

God's promise is to them that 'do His will,' and 
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^ serve Him.* The Anglican bishop is under restraint to 
serve and do the will of his church. Christ, says He is 
* the way.' The English church prescribes another way ; 
and the English bishop sanctions and furthers his 
church's prescription rather than God's. The Scriptures 
repeatedly enjoin church authorities to regard the Divine 
pattern, in all church and ministerial proceedings. An 
English bishop adopts his own. 

There may be pretension, by way of apology, of 
ignorance as to Scriptural requirements. So much 
the worse ; the excuse is just as good as a drunkard 
excusing his conduct on account of being drunk. If 
there are two descriptions of service for us to make a 
choice, the one chosen will testify which side we 
espouse ; and by it, consequently, where is the chief 
love. Now, when our energies are fully engaged in 
servitude to one master, they cannot, at the same time, 
also, fully serve enother. No, our Saviour says, ^Ye 
cannot serve two masters.' (Matt, vi, 24.) How is it 
possible, faithfully, to serve both error and truth ? 

We must admit that education and training has much 
influence in the mental bias of most minds ; and that the 
force of custom is a barrier which few have the mastery 
to overleap. There are very few Luthers in the world. 
But the proof that there has been one, also proves there 
might be others. It must be also admitted that a person 
labouring under erroneous impressions may, to a certain 
extent, be a good man. There has been some excellent 
characters bishops. There has, also, been some very 
good persons Roman Catholics. But neither the one nor 
the other can make erroi' right. Neither one nor the 
other can disprove the assertion that error is error still. 
And another remark must be granted, that those exem- 
plary characters, labouring under the dominion of error, 
would be in a still better condition without it. The 
providence of God will not, cannot, cognate either with 
unbelief, faithlessness, sin, idolatry, or error ; neither will 
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God either patronise or bless them. Had the governors 
of India understood and duly acted on these principles, 
the late dreadful events there might have been averted. 
Political power, however mightj, not swayed in recog- 
nition and abeyance to the super-ruling Powers above, 
must stand on very insecure ground, and be liable at any 
time to providential retribution or overthrow. Such 
appears to be the case in the above terrible rebellion. 

Allusion has been made to Luther. He, being a 
Bomanist, burdened and hedged in by error, could do no 
more than his contemporaries ; but released and set free 
from error, with the wand and word of truth, see the 
difference, though the same man. In faith and love, he 
wields truth. His dependence is entirely on the pro- 
vidence of God ; and the providence of God answers to 
his works. Man is the agent, the instrument, and God 
blesses its righteous use. Let an English bishop, or any 
other qualified pious minister, try the experiment ; and, 
unaccompanied by any of Lot's wife*s lingerings, I will 
venture to predict abundant successful issue. Jesus said 
to the young man inquiring the way of salvation, * Thou 
art not far from the kingdom. If thou wilt be perfect, 
go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven : and come and follow 
Me.' When the young man heard that, he went away 
sorrowful : for he had great possessions. Upon which 
Jesus remarks, ' A rich man can hardly enter into the 
kingdom of heaven :* i, e., it is hard work * to flesh and 
blood.' Again, he says further, ' It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ' ; t. ^., the rich man 
to love his riches more than he loves his God. 

How true it is, ^ riches hath a snare.' The young man 
was near the kingdom ; but he had much riches, and 
when he heard the doctrine, went away sorrowful. The 
sacrifice is great. Bat great sacrifices mutt be made to 
win an immortal crown. English bishop, can you give 
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up the bag of gold, the mitred cap, and honoured dis- 
tinctions, for the Lord's sake ? ' Halt not between two 
opinions.' Decide. One mast be preferred. ' Ye cannot 
serve two masters.' God demands in service and love to 
Him, all the mind, heart, soul, and strength. Yoor 
church imposes other demands. Which ' choose ye * ? 
Both are incompatible. If, influenced by the retrospect of 
distinctions, and emoluments, the response is ' Statu quo,' 
then it evidences regard for mammon before God. But 
if, like Abraham, Joshua, Habakkuk, Josiah, Daniel, and 
the three Hebrew children, and the faithful disciples, who 
left all to follow Christ — the response of your heart rises 
up to the heaven of heavens, as the presentation of 
sweet incense before Jehovah's* throne ; and we hear its 
utterance — * Whose I am. Him only will I serve,' — then 
must you relinquish the sacerdotal office ; and then shall 
you be free to execute the mandates of heaven — ^free and 
unfettered to run in the ways of God's commandments ; 
free, at liberty from the buckles of human systems, and 
the shackles of the inventions of men,' to serve the 
Lord — to do his will — to exemplify His work — to certify 
His truth — to exalt His praise — and to honour and glorify 
His holy name. 

If the English bishop really thinks, independent of 
other considerations, the English church best, then, how 
came the apostles, and the seventy sent out by our Lord, 
to be so successful without the English church ? For there 
was no English church at that time. If the English 
bishop thinks his church best, how is it, then, there are, in 
proportion to the numbers that attend, so few converts from 
her ministry? — less, in proportion of the number of attend- 
ants, than any Christian denomination. We solicit a reply. 

Without royal authority, or state ordination ; ' without 
scrip or purse ' ; a white or a black gown ; without 
surplice, or a brick and mortar edifice ; canons, liturgies, 
or homilies ;« the apostles went forth, and thousands 
were converted, 'going on their way rejoicing, giving 
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glory and praise to God.' Neither a cathedral, nor any 
other building, formed the sabject of their worship or 
Uieir soDg ; but Jesas was * the chief corner stone.' 

With them, fall of 2sea], faith, and divine love, they 
needed no compromise ; all their energies were nnre- 
strained and free to advocate their Master's cause, and 
do His will. And God opened the way before thera, 
' with signs and wonders,' with nnparaUeled saecesses, 
with benedictions and blessings. To the English bishop 
I would say, * Gro thou, and do likewise.' 

Whilst there is any compromise of principle in ministe- 
rial efforts, the crowning benedictive blessing of Crod's 
providence cannot accompany them. Therefore the person 
who 9td>m%t8 to make a eompromise of principle, in 
aUowing hie chief regards towards God to be superseded 
hf any ether, cannot he so efficient, and faithful, and 
successful, as he might he without such compromise. 

With whatever dexterity prevarication may plead for 
error, however much custom may venerato its antiquity, 
or its antiquated formola, or its antiquated walls, the linea- 
ments of its brow are distorted and inefficacious. Changes 
of times, chamelion like, may alter its appearance and 
colour ; but with all its erratic specnlation, in whatever hue 
it is seen, however emblazoned or ornamented, error is 
error still. 

We can hardly expect such an extraordinary oecurrenoe 
as that a lushop of the present day should, like Luther, 
rise up to repudiate his own order. A man to possess 
sueh magnanimity as to sacrifice his own interest and 
honour, iu a position which inflates the ambition of many 
thousands of his brethren, b almost too mu<^ to anticipate. 
Such an one, indeed, would give an azure on the page of 
history beyond any modern biography. And such an 
occurrence would be hailed by every Christian church in 
Christendom. 

In discassing this subject, it it impossible to avoid 
6 
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allusion to persons ; yet, be it remembered, it is not so much 
against persons as against the system. It is very possible 
for a man officiating in the system to have every good 
feeling, purpose, and desire. But such an one would be 
still more valuable and usefal under a better system. 
Burdened, entangled^ and curbed, by the system in which 
he is engaged, his soul often cannot do that which he 
otherwise would. 

We may be quite certain God knows what is best. 
And we may also be quite certain that His judgment in 
whatever He approves, or disapproves, is best. 

Our great concern in life, then, is to ascertain what He 
does approve, or disapprove. And, as His word affiords 
u3 the opportunity of being made acquainted with what 
He does approve and disapprove, it is our part, our 
bounden duty, to consult, and abide by that word accord- 
ingly. Under such regulation, we may be fully confident, 
the work of God would best prosper — the greatest good 
would be effected — most souls would be converted to 
Christ — spirituality would abound and radiate with more 
heavenly lustre through Chrbtendom — and immeasnre- 
ably more glory would redound both to God and the 
church. 

Again I repeat, let us ever remember what the word 
of inspiration declares, ' The hour cometh when ye 
shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, wor- 
ship the Father (that is, not exclusively) : but the 
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 
shall worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth : for 
the Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a 
Spirit : and they that worship Him, must worship Him 
in spirit and in truth.' These are the memorable words 
of our Lord Himself.' 

All other worship must fail to accord with the hallowed 
fervour of celestial adoration. In vain for us to sub- 
stitute other modes and principles than which God has 
Himself instituted, to answer the^ high and holy purpose of 
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initiating and fitting hamanitj for heavenly society, and 
heavenly enjoyment. 

That chnrchi therefore, which rears its members to 
entertain and participate in other views than God has 
revealed and established, involves responsibilities which 
are awful to contemplate. Not only must sach members 
pass throngh this sublunary scene as in a labyrinth or in a 
maze, but also unprepared for the glorions sublimities and 
perfections of angelic and celestial realities. 

The business and purport of a chnrch should be to 
impart truth — the truth of God ; especially as recorded in 
His holy word : and to rear its members in the jast per- 
ception and enjoyment of those truths, so that they may 
be in a state to mature and eojoy them for ever. 

This condition of a church also tends to the ameliora- 
tion and happiness of social life in this world, as well as 
constitutes a nursery for the higher state of existence. 

We have spoken of the lustre and genuine produc- 
tiveness of Christianity. But wonld the continuance of 
customary error, from one generation to another, ever 
produce such fruit ? No ; never. We see this experi- 
ment awfully worked out in the late horrible transactions 
of the Indian mutiny. They have been for ages past, 
from the cradle to the grave, imbued with, and accus- 
tomed to, erroneous notions and impressions, founded 
in superstition, idolatry, and ignorance of the truth. 
Strictly to examine the true nature of these things, we 
ought not to be so much surprised at the consequences i 
rather we ought to have anticipated them ; and as we 
had, under Providence, the power in our hands, which 
Christianity, rightly directed, might have efifected, the 
consequences now are the just and spontaneous result 
of our neglect — the chastening of our delinquency, in 
giving umbrage and encouragement to idolatry and error, 
which should have been devoted to their extirpation in 
subservience to the will, and design, and glory of God. 
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Sarely political power will not hence be so infatuated 
and blind, to patronise again erring easterns or idolatroas 
usages in any way whatever. 

When we remember that we are in the position of 
ancient Israel, to publish and manifest to the world, 
the way, the truth, and the will of God, to man — and 
they were commanded in no wise, either to spare or 
countenance idolatry, as well as to proclaim and main- 
tain God's rule ; at the same time they were instructed 
that any neglect on their part would entail retributive 
responsibilities, which must be either fulfilled, or would 
certainly bring down on them the Judgment of heaven — 
it involves culpability on our part, as well as theirs, 
in not regarding the Divine command. The horrid facta 
must now be left to stain the page of history, the 
interpretation of which, however, I should hope, would 
arouse the better part of British Christianity to influence 
our rulers towards removing this national disgrace, and 
towards providing those r^ormatory movements which 
shall henceforth establish a government in that country 
conducive to its greater happiness and prosperity, both 
to the honour of the Christian name, and to the name of 
our native land. 

Be it also a lesson for us to understand that, however 
long the reign of error may have continued, error is still 
error. Though its rule may have generated characteristic 
nationality of customs, manners, and religion — strch as it 
may happen to be — yet its product, unfounded in truth, 
ceases not to be error and evil still. It has resources 
within itself towards its own correction and reformation. 
As is its foundation, so its superstructure ; and in a fallen 
world, where the prince of darkness renders evil and 
error subservient to his purposes, the more national and 
systematic, the greater the auxiliary to his cause. Satan 
full well knows, so long as a system of error, generated 
into custom, continues, there is a productive field for 
his machinations, stratagems, and guile ; and, therefore, the 
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opposition and persecntion to the abettors and pablisbers 
of truth, when and wherever it occors* 

That commnnitj, the saperstrnctare of whose castoms 
are based on error, Satan is their chief ; and the less he has 
of the reflective rajs of truth across his path, the more 
secure and permanent his territory and reign. Antiqnitji 
therefore, alters not the nature of error ; neither are its 
customs the more worthy on that account ; both the cus« 
tom and the error are idike erroneous — and unsanctified, 
uncorrected by truth, they are errpr still. A custom or 
usage should not be venerated because of its antiquity, but 
on account of its rectitude of principle and genuine worth. 
Whatever may be the custom, however antique, if it is 
unfounded in truth, it is positive error. It is the business 
and duty of Christians, therefore, wherever error may be 
found, in whatever circle of society, in whatever form, 
under whatever cover or appearance, to oppose, correct, 
and remove it, if possible ; and under no circumstance to 
pander to its governance, or patronize its rule. 

No individual or government, or collective body incor- 
porate, can do so, without violation of their Christian 
covenant, and occupying the position of being the enemy 
both of God and man. 

Illustrative of the maxim that custom without truth is 
a perpetuation of error, is an amusing narrative over- 
heard in a West Indian plantation, among some negroes, 
several of whom, in a leisure hour, had met together for 
recreation and converse. 

Jim starts the inquiry to Tom. Tom was a half-bred 
English and native, employed as a teacher. With an 
introductory compliment Jim commences : * You be, masser 
Tom, more knowing dan we. What mean dem church 
bells jangle noise when go there ? ' 'I can't exactly tell 
you, Jim,' replies Tom. ' Some have said they were first 
employed to drive away the devil, as prince of the air, 
from the worshippers while going there. Thus far I 
know — they have been long in use, and it is now become 
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a castom.' 'He, he,' replied laughing Jim, grinning 
between his white teeth, * dat be cnstom, you say ? ' grin- 
ning again, accompanied by a similar visage from many 
aronnd. Bob then slyly says, < Me go dare ; me sqaat 
still, and parson come, all white. Den, by-and-by, like we 
niggers, he be all black. Den I see him no white, no black 
cover. What be dat, masser Tom ! ' * Well,' answers Tom, 
rather hesitatingly, ' yon ask me qnestions beyond my know.^ 
I think, however, it was borrowed from the Roman Catho- 
lies. It was always so ever since I was a boy, and it was 
so in my father's time, and my grandfather*s, and my 
great grandfather's time, and now it is a cnstom.' Almost 
every face was lighted np, exhibiting their white teeth, 
and grinning, with * He, he, he,* when Harry exclaimed, 
*Den dat be cnstom, too, from Roman Catolic' The 
hilarity subsiding, little Die, a sharp little fellow, starts 
np. * I say, masser Tom, we look in Bible, no find dare, 
no parson, no clerk, no white gown, no black gown.' 

* Yon were right looking in the Bible,' answers Tom. * If no 
anthority there for church rite, or custom, can be found, there 
is some error or fault.' Among the sable company, there is 
a general murmur about ' error,' and ' folt,' what be dem ? 
several inquired, when gruff old Sam says, ' Surely slave- 
masser find fault, don't he ? ' Tom, explaining : * Error 
or fault, means not right.' 'No rite, no rite,' respond 
from many voices. * Den,' says little Die, ' Parson, clerk, 
white gown, black gown, cnstom, sarm-gibberish, all like 
be 'em — be all no rite ? ' At which the whole party giggle 
merrily. Bill next gained courage to ask, < What mean 
parson white, read great book, den like you, masser Tom, 
when school, say first lesson; den 'gin, second lesson ? ' 

* Well Bill, I suppose, at first, it was intended to be as 
a kind of lesson to the people, who had not the Bible then, 
generally, as we have now. Why it is continued I can- 
not say, only that it is now become a custom.' A hearty 
response follows from many niggers around ; with * He, he, 
he,* their eyes sparkling, their teeth shining. < So masser 
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Tom/ replied Bill, * all be done dare be castomi custom/ 
with another general * He, he, he.' Emboldened by freedom 
of discnssion, Jack remarks : * When parson white, read 
sarms, what for clerk mocks, and den all de people 
chatter, mnmble, and gibble ; so den 'gin parson, den 
clerk, den people ? ' * Well, well. Jack,' answers Tom, 
' I mnst confess I am at mj wit's end.' ' Be dat, den, 
de wit's end ? ' sajs Jack. Before Tom codd recover 
his temporary embarrassment, Old Jerry, who was rather 
backward of the party, lustily cries out : ' Suppose then, 
masser Tom, dat be custom too ? ' when' the whole com- 
pany, mnch amused and giggling, hear another roice. It 
is Joe (who oflten helps the sexton), just come in from a 
funeral. He stiffly puts this question to Tom : * Me hear 
parson oUas say, orl like, wicked no wicked, orl sure 
certain rise 'gin, and be one place. No me go dere, please, 
masser Tom. Me no like be along wicked man — me nuff 
o' dem here. Me hope no bury wid de white man den.' 
So saying — all silent — ^the bell rang for work, and away 
they all scampered. 

This simple narrative is strikingly Illnstrative of the 
iujurious tendency which human adventitious inventions 
have in connexion with sacred worship. They might 
have originated from a good intention ; the intention, 
however, fails of being effected. Why ? A sacred rite 
or ceremony, of divine authority, leads the mind to its 
source, and commands hallowed reverence and awe. But 
when it is only *of human fabrication, then it brings the 
mind down to earth ; and its effect is both enigmatical 
and superstitious. This is evidenced in all sects of 
religion whatever, not founded in truth. When founded 
in truth, we see its stability and permanence ; especially 
exemplified in the Jews. Theirs was founded in truth ; 
and not all the persecution and maltreatment which 
they, from every part of the ^orld, have received, have 
been able to alter their characteristic nationality or creed. 
They still maintsun, amidst the prosperity, wreck, down* 
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fall, or eonyiilsiona of nations, tbeir nationality and 
their religion. It also acconnts for the apparent obstinacy 
and difficulty of the Jews* conversion. There are few 
minds who can reason abstractedly to form a jadgment 
sufficiently strong to completely overcome previous 
established principles and habits, and practically embrace 
and live by the new ones so indnced. Hence, we see only 
here and there a few converted Jews, But, as predicted, 
when those events which are now only scriptural records, 
shall be, by the agency of Providence realized, the Jews 
will have no opportunity for unbelief. They will then see 
the verification of their own writings which they have so 
sedulously preserved, and conviction will be irresistible. 

That same Almighty — the great Creator — who created 
our first parents in Eden — who called Abraham, and 
founded in his posterity the Israelitish nation — who so 
wonderfully over-ruled towards the preservation and 
rearing of Moses, also of Joseph and Samuel, and David, 
and Daniel ; and against every opposing force, through all 
adverse circumstances, has brought to pass what thousands 
of years past were prophesied by the pen of inspiration ; 
the same God who also raised up, as foretold, John the 
Baptist, and Jesus of Nassreth, ' doing the works which 
none but God could do,' can, in like manner, agreeably to 
His own will and purpose, bring to pass the remaining 
portions of unfulfilled Scripture. When, according to 
scriptural prediction, relative to the Jews, the work of 
Providence shall bring the scattered tribes of their own 
nation into one place, *from the four quarters of the 
world ' ; and those things which had been only noticed in 
their own writings, shall actually become matters of fact ; 
taking them altogether, will constitute such mass of 
evidence, which it is impossible to gainsay. Conviction 
will be wrought, without abstract ratiocination, upon the 
multitudes ; and the gracious flow of the Spirit unresisted, 
the effect will be general — as vividly expressed, * a nation 
will be bom in a day.' 
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The philoBopbj of the exposition explains to ns, why 
and wherefore, the tenacity and oneness of the Jewish 
character. It also explains to ns the evanescence and 
folly of castom and formsy when originating only from 
hnman invention. And it enables ns to nnderstand why, 
instead of adding to hallowed or sacred effect, they more 
generally misguide ; and may even, on some occasions, 
produce risible, instead of solemn emotion. 

They will bear no critical inquiry or exposition, tend to 
no edification, confirm no doctrine, lead to no sublune 
excursions, inspire no heavenly aspirations, give no genuine 
incentive to devotional fervour, preface no semblance of the 
' excellency ' of the Lord Jesas, adumbrate no attribute, 
no perfection, no characteristic of celestial glory, touch the 
soul with no vital flame of sacred fire, nor elicit any pre- 
paration for its transition from a residence of clay, to a 
residence ' not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.' 
Let all such useless stuff then be cast off, and put 
away with the rest of the rubbish applied to sacred 
thing^. 

What has all the gorgeous paraphernalia of Romanism 
and the cathedral service done in the cause of true religion^ 
or towards the amelioration of humanity ? Just nothing 
—worse than nothing : because they have beguiled the 
mind to suppose the summit of religion to be on earth, 
instead of in heaven. Truly, they have been inviting to 
the senses ; but have done little or nothing for the heart 
and soul, and none to the advance of the glory of Grod. 

Beligion is not mere mental perception. It is the 
heaven-born reviving of the best energies and faculties 
of the soul, awakening consciousness out of its lethargy 
and sleep, to feel the hallowed glow of the love of God in 
the heart, instead of sin and self ; to behold the shining 
of the light of God's countenance, to taste * the heavenly 
gift,' to joy in the Holy Ghost, and to rejoice in the 
glorious gospel of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

See the idoUtrons thraldom to which Roman Catholics 
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have been subjected wherever it reigns, and while the 
British chnrch continnes to venerate her antiquity, and 
perpetuate the mimicry of her ordinances, as the faithful 
daughter of an abandoned mother, we ought not to 
wonder that many, both clergy and laity, of the daughter's 
family, should sometimes be induced to turn and embrace 
the mother. Behold and blush, ye Christians, at the folly 
and evil of maintaining erroneous customs I And when 
we see even the daughter's mimicry yenerated by many, 
we need not wonder that a spurious fungous crop of 
Tractarianism should sprout forth as its natural product. 

When John the Baptist proclaimed his mission, and 
opened a new dispensation, attracting the multitudes from 
all parts around him, did he make use of any adven- 
titious vestments beyond his native costume ? No. He 
declared his mission — he established his dispensation- 
he preached with unparalleled effect — a memorial of his 
deeds and sayings are registered among the annals of 
inspiration, which will endure coeval with the existence 
of time : and it is recorded of him, ' among them that 
are born of women, there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist.' 

When St^ Peter stood before his countrymen, and 
rebuked them for their inglorious doings and sins, and 
preached to them of Jesus Christ the Lord -» causing 
them to cry out for mercy, ' and 3,000 souls were con- 
verted and added unto the church' — did he employ 
any ornamental investments, or trappings, to induce such 
salutary effects ? No. Truth was all that he required, 
and truth was all that they required. 

When St. Paul, on Mars* Hill, preached to the learned 
assembly there, of the true God, and of Christ — ^and when 
he preached to' the numerous assembly at Macedonia, at 
Antioch, and at the synagogues and cities where he 
visited, with such signal effect ; did he require to deco- 
rate himself with any of the old customary habiliments ? 
We read of none. And from the manner in which he 
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speaks of himself in the first and second chapters of the 
1st Gorinthiansi and also Gal. ii. 20, as well as else- 
where, it is evident everything of that kind was to- 
tally discarded and disbanded from his mind ; neither 
were they at all accessary to any converting agency em- 
ployed by him : nor did the people need their inflaence 
or aid. 

Let us exercise and follow the example of oar Lord 
and His servants the apostles, and, doubtless, we shall 
do well. Are any of the old cnstomary errors vindicated 
or perpetuated by scriptural authority ? I dare affirm — 
No. Their message was, as the ambassadors of God and 
Christ, to publish and preach the glad tidings of the 
everlasting gospel and the word of life. Let the ministry 
do this in simplicity and truth. Let them do this as did 
our Lord to the two disciples travelling to Emmaus, when 
He expounded to them the Scriptures, showing through- 
out that they testified of Himself. Let them go and 
< convert sinners from the error of their ways,' and * win 
souls to Christ.' Let them, as Moses, before the assem- 
bled Israelites, publish the commands and laws of God — 
and set before them ' life and death,' on the condition of 
obedience, fidelity, and faith. Let them, with all dignity, 
grandeur, and pathos, as Solomon, proclaim the great 
Supreme and Sovereign of the Universe, in the heaven of 
heavens ; and prostrate at His feet — on His mediatorial 
throne — supplicate mercy of the Majesty of all power, in 
behalf of those who truly worship at His footstool. Let 
them with elevated spirit and sanctity of heart, as St. 
Stephen, and St. Peter, rehearse the history of Jesus, 
till the hearers shall cry out, as did they, ' Men and 
brethren, what shall we do to be saved ?' Let them, as 
did the apostles, go forth with the message of truth, 
imbued with the spirit and unction from on high ; full of 
faith, holiness, and love — full of hallowed energy and 
divine regards, in their Master's cause, both towards 
human welfare, and glorifying the triune God : and 
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doubtless nnmbers wonld be added unto the church as 
it was in apostolic days. 

Instead of the ministerial mind being bred np with 
impressions and hopes of a kind of idolatrous natore, 
abont livings and bishoprics, let their highest aim aad 
ambition be to attain ' the mind which was in Cbrisl ; ' 
and with the same kind of celestial exaltation of sonl, be 
enabled to say, as He did, * Not my will, but thine, O 
Lord, be done.' Then will hankering after snblanarj 
enjoyments subside to their proper scale of estimation — 
dnties will become the avennes of pleasures more ample, 
more estimable, more relishing and joyous than all the 
elements of worldliness can bestow or achieve. 

The mainspring of their efforts should be to please 
God — to serve, honour, adore» and glorify Him ; and with 
the same sublime exaltation of faith, and dependence on 
the providence of God, as Moses for ' the recompence of 
the reward ' ; and we may be sure, according to the fidelity 
of faith, that recompence, for time and eternity) will be 
duly awarded. 

As the Lord commanded the Jews utterly to slay the 
Philistines, so Christendom, to gain the plaudit of being 
' irrebnkeable,' or to gain the favour of being * acceptable,' 
mast utterly discaid, and put away, all error and erroneons 
customs, however venerated by antiquity. 

The career of earthly life, seeking for a crown of 
immortal glory, must be probationary. Hence» la this 
fallen world, the position of humanity, towards ultimate 
welfare, must be---devotion, service, and sacrifice, not in- 
dulgence. 

Of man, therefore, a point is his space in infinity ; a 
moment is his time in eternity ; given him, the * free 
gift,* «to profit withal ;' now is his day, now is his op- 
portunity, now is the acceptable tune, now or never. 

Let us pause I 

Hearken to the thunderings from on high I they descend 
and convulse the whole atmosphere, and the sound fades 
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awaj. Agaia it descends, loader and louder, till every 
liWng thing, and the earth itself, trembles. Again it 
dies away ; and in the solemn silence is heard melodious, 
heavenly sounds, wafting through the air. Again it 
gradually ceases ; profound silence reigns, and the voice 
of the archangel is heard, < Prepare to meet thy Grod.' 
That preparation, so as to welcome and anticipate the 
coming again of the Lord Jesus. The glorious product of 
which, to the faithful, is the issue of faith, wrought out 
for them by the power and providence of God. This 
termination answers the grand purpose of creative power, 
for which man was privileged with being, intelligence, and 
life. 

A disruption, however, from this primeval order of 
creation, has pervaded terrene nature. Error* has been 
introduced into our world, and by it, as the celebrated 
poet writes — 

< Sin has brought death into the world, 
And all our woe.' 

Having examined into the nature of the disease — what Is 
the remedy ? Physic ? No. No physical, no human 
power ; not all the waxen lights, Roman and apish 
Tractarian tricks and inventions of men, can bestow one 
spark of spiritual endowment whatever. It is the pre- 
rogative of God only. * Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but God giveth the increase.' There must 
be something bqyond physical power to effect moral and 
spiritual purpose. The ancient inquiry, ^ Who will show 
us good ? ' was answered by David, not according to their 
preconceptions ; but * Lift thou, Lord, the light of thy 
countenance upon us.' 

The old prophetic language was always, * What saith 
the Lord ? ' St. Paul says, 'Let us go to the throne of 
grace boldly to ask for what we stand in need.' St. 

* Error synooymoas with sin, authorised by St. Paul, Rom. i, 27 ; 
ftnd 1 John vv, 6. 
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James sajs, ' Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh 
to jon.' Oar Savionr says, ' Seek, ask, knock.' What ? 
of men or human means ? No. Seek and ask of the 
Lord, in His way — knock at His door. St. James says, 
' Ye ask and have not.' Why ? ' Becanse ye ask amiss.' 
Samuel, a thousand years before Christ, wrote 1 Sam. vii, 
3. Isaiah also, i, 16, 17. Many and many are such 
passages in the Scriptures, one part reflecting on, and 
echoing to, another, the same sen^ment and principle. 
St. Paul again says, ' Put on the whole armour of God,' 
etc. (Eph. yi, 11 — 18.) And again, 'Put on the new 
man, and perfect holiness in the fear of God.' St. Peter, 
after enumerating the dreadful and ruinous consequences 
of earthly-mindedness, idolatry, and sin, remarks, to the 
Christian, ' But thou, man of God, flee these things, and 
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience 
(resignation,) meekness. Fight the good fight of faith ; 
lay hold on eternal life.' Also 2 Pet. i, 10. All of 
which receive the crowning confirmation of our Saviour : 
Mf any man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine.' 

Bearing in mind there are two descriptions of character 
addressed, and the language of Scripture will always 
maintain harmoniously its own perfect consistency and 
rationality. One is to the converted, and the other to 
the unconverted. The first relates to justification, by 
faith, without works ; the second, to justification, by 
works, in faith. The first delivers from condemnation ; 
the second obtains the benedictive plaudit at the last 
great day. The whole is wrought out by the mercy of 
God in Christ, through the agency of the Holy Spirit, ever 
resounding to their honour, glory, and praise. 

Throughout the revelation of heaven, as regards God*8 
truth, duty and promise are in connexion. And as is 
there declared, in consequence of man's fall, * none enter 
heaven without (spiritual) tribulation,' and, * without holi- 
ness none shall see the Lord.' 
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^Ve are too .apt to overlook or forget that here, in conse- 
qnence of the fall, everything material is nnder a curse, 
and mnst ' perish with the nsing.' We form a componnd 
of material and spiritnal natnre. If all oar powers con- 
centrate in the material, it mast therefore perish. In 
proportion as they are employed to spiritual caltivation and 
enjoyment, so, through the mercy, goodness, and power 
of God, they will endure. Corroborated by St. Paul : 
*As is the earthy, sach are they that are earthy; and as is 
the heavenly, such are they that are heavenly.' ' There- 
fore,' he says, ' be you steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour shall not be in vain in the Lord.' 

Of humanity, what goes beyond the grave ? Nothing 
bnt the spirit. That emanation of Deity which God gave 
to man when He 'breathed into his nostrils, and man 
became a living soul.' The preservation of this essence 
for blissfnl futurity, is the great desideratum of humanity. 
The whole scope of the Scriptures tends to awaken this 
reflection, and secure this end. And what to live with- 
out it? An evanescent, unsubstantial fluttering, which 
dies away ; and, unrenewed, nnsanctified, drops into the 
abyss of endless woe. Can it be prevented, can it be 
remedied ? Is there any way of escape, of rescue, of 
saving deliverance ? Yes. On which theme it was all the 
inspired penmen wrote, and for which purpose it was, God 
sent his Son — the Saviour, the Deliverer, the Redeemer — 
< the propitiation for the sins of the whole world.' 

And what was the great means to be employed towards 
obtaining the benefits of His mediation ? For, as in all 
natural things, the use of the means are requisite towards 
the attainment of the end, and cause must precede effect, 
80 in spiritual things. As well as repentance, belief, and 
faith, 'seek, ask, and knock,' says the Saviour. This 
implies negation, dependance, and want on the part of 
man, in his fallen natnre ; and power, and efficiency, and 
willingness on the source supplicated. It implies, also. 
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free, grataitoQS, intoitive power granted, enabling him to 
sapplicate. Withont the new power, human ability is 
inefficient, either towards attaining or exemplifying 
christian excellencies and perfections ; which interprets 
Christ's declaration, relative to spiritual endowments: 
* With man, these things are impossible ' («. 0. by human 
power alone) * but with God ' (with the new power which 
God bestowsy^acqnired through the medium of supplication 
and faith) ' all things are possible.' The power may some- 
times be bestowed extraordinarily, as a gift, prior to sup- 
plication, upon those who are meet for it, to answer the 
purpose of Divine ProTidence. The other is its ordinary 
course, free as the air we breathe for the reception of 
every one who duly applies for it. (Rom. ii , 11.) 

Now, there must be some certain, definite standard, of 
higher than human authority, to which reference may be 
made for information relative to everything connected 
with religious service, doctrine, and law. Whence origi- 
nated our creation, and the varied modifications of our 
nature which have since transpired ? What relation we 
bear to supernal and spiritual powers ; what the nature 
of these attributes, and what the attributes of God ; as 
well as the varied duties connected with sublunary life, 
all of which are supplied in the Bible. Therein is con- 
tained everything required to be known of the great prin- 
ciples of the dealings, government, and providence of 
Jehovah the Lord ; as well as everything subservient to 
human welfare, both as regards present and fntui^. 
Herein is the 'perfect way.' Every other Is, more or 
less imperfect, defective, erroneous. 

Christ says, *I am the way, the truth, and the life.' 
Whatever, therefore, is not of Christ, has, in its rudiments 
and composition, some error. Whatever the nature of 
the error — however antiquated or venerated ; in what- 
ever establishment it may be incorporated ; by whatever 
eustom it may be perpetuated ; it is still error — the 
enemy of the will, and work, and way of God in Christ. 
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In as far as Satan can render it subservient to his nse, 
he does so ; and exercises every effort to support its 
influence and maintain its power. And, in as far as it is 
in antagonism to the order of heaven, all the attributes 
and ways of God are in antagonism to it, and must con* 
tinue so, till, as expressed in the Scriptures, * Christ must 
reign till He hath put all enemies under His feet ; and 
God shall be all in all/ 

Oh, that the religion of this lower world approximated 
to what we anticipate of that ' better world.' 

Oh, that our Christianity were more a counterpart of, 
ready to unite in hallowed communion with, that * innu- 
merable company' which St. John was allowed to see 
in paradise and glory ! 

Oh, that the church militant were ever meetly adorned 
and prepared to harmonize in hallelujah concert, with the 
Church triumphant, and the ten thousand times ten thousand 
of angels, in siuging, * Blessing, an d honour, and glory 
and power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.' 

Then would the abominations of custom, like semblant 
pedigrees, vanish away. Then should we no more witness 
frail mortals, with sacrilegious usurpation and egotism, 
presuming to wash away and regenerate the noblest of 
the works of Almighty God. Neither would any earthly 
authority, nor human flesh, however dignified in office, 
feign to exercise a prerogative belonging to the triune 
God only. 



In this pamphlet, some of the defects and some of the 

excellencies of the English Church Establishment are 

pointed out. Defects not trivial — requiring able scrutiny 

and correction. 

Also, I have endeavored to show, that the offices and 
G 
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sames connected with the Establishment, do not neces- 
sarilj qaaliiy the persons in office ; neither is there any 
efficient ordeal, or board of examination, to ascertain and 
test the suitability of snch persons so appointed. Inap- 
propriate and unfit persona may occupy the station, as 
well as appropriate: which ought not to be. Bnt while 
the appointments are regulated by the patronage prece- 
dency, the general result cannot be expected to be snita- 
bility and fitness. To most rules there are exceptions, 
and the Bishop of Norwich is one of those who maintains 
the reputation of possessing much Christian excellency — 
a worthy, pious, able, devoted servant in the cause ot 
God and Good — well qualified to fill the position and 
office in which he is placed. There may be others. 
However, the system has no organised efficient provision to 
secure such characters, neither to prohibit others who are 
not so exemplary. If it were so, it would be otherwise 
than it is. Inappropriate, time-serving persons, may be 
installed into office, and church authority has no ordesd to 
remedy the evil. The authority of the Scriptures is not 
adequately consulted to enact the appointments ; and hence, 
the authority of the Scriptures is not duly regarded in the 
administration of the office ; consequently, the practical 
working of the system must necessarily elicit motives, 
interests, and regards, more temporal than spiritual, and 
often more human than Divine. Snch we see to be the 
case — a lamentable fact. 

And were there snch provisions as above alluded to, the 
official enactments, duly regarded, would for ever prohibit 
their fulfilment; because, duly regarded, no one would under- 
take the office. Such the resultive consequence of error. 

in asking what is implied by being < duly regarded,* 
we cannot do better than appeal to the highest examples 
and authority for explanation and illustration. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, under the severest temptations 
oir Satan, could not be induced in any way, by artifice, 
allurement, or interest, to mingle error with truth ; nor 
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in any manner to swerye from demonstrating both His 
regard of trnth, and His perfect love to God : on the 
basement of which He rears the snperstrncture of His 
chnrch. Therefore, in the Psalms, it is said, < Because 
He has set His loye upon Me, therefore will I deliver 
Him.' Again, the Scripture recites the prophetic language 
of Christ, ' In the volume of the book, it is written of 
Me, I come to do Thy will, God.' Again, to Pilate, 
our Lord avers, ' To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 
nnto the truth.' 

Moses denied himself of all the pleasures and advan- 
tages of Pharaoh's court and favour, that he might main- 
tain his devotedness and love to God, unsullied and 
entire. 

St. Panl counted all things but loss and dross for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, 
that he might be ' found in Him, and made conformable 
to his death.' 

Christ was alike dead to all the beggarly elements 
of the world, and the inventions of men, as He was to 
sin and error. Christ nailed them to His cross, and they 
were all crucified with His crucifixion. 

David declared, ' There is none other I desire besides thee 
Lord ; ' i.e., no other desire was so great as towards 
the Lord. And St. Paul signified the same anxiety and 
desire, being ready to forego everything for ^ conformity ' 
to his Lord and Master. 

Here we have specimens of fidelity to trust. If they had 
connived at, sanctioned, or suffered themselves in any way 
to have been actuated by error, both truth and love to 
God must have been sacrificed. St. John defines the 
evidence of the love of God, ' that we keep his command- 
ments.' St. Paul says, ' To whom ye yield yourselves 
servants to obey, his servants you are to whom ye obey.' 
Just so, the bishop, or the man, who binds himself to the 
service of a church, or anything else contrary to the will 
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and word of God, sacrifices his own fidelity, and lajs a 
yictimat mammon's shrine. He may possess valuable and 
eminent qualifications for service in the hallowed vineyard ; 
bnt he has consecrated them to a system, for the sake of 
hire, and spotted his ' white garments ' before the omnis- 
cient Lord of earth and heaven. 

It is so wherever office entails restrictions which pre- 
vents supremacy and oneness of devotion and regard to 
God. And where it is so^in the office lies the greater 
sin. 

As poison in a fountain, so error in a church. Custom 
may have carried it long down the stream of time, so as 
to obtain veneration for its antiquity : but unshorn of its 
malignity, its nature is unchanged, it is error still. 
The poisoned fountain will convey its detrimental 
material through all the streamlets issuing from it ; and 
ill like manner, an erring church will convey its noxious 
influence through all its connexions, whilst they endure. 

Our Lord pronounces the characteristic of His church 
to be ' without spot or wrinkle.' And as a precautionary 
admonition, commissions St. John with a message to the 
churches, * to write ' (for what is especially applied to 
one is equally addressed to all), < Repent and do the first 
works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
remove thy candlestick.' 

What is implied by ' first works '? Pre-eminent love 
to God, illustrated in St. Matthew vi, 33. The church, 
therefore, which merges into a condition to regard any 
thing in preference of, or contrary to, or otherwise than, 
the command and institution of God, departs from * first 
love,' requiring repentance and reformation towards 
obtaining favour and approbation of heaven. 

In all cases left on inspired record, for our example, 
holy fidelity, true righteousness, and perfect love to God 
are maintained, under spiritual discipline, by not allowing 
or yielding to error or sin. 

Apostles and prophets all urged and enjoined this 
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principle to be the great object of regard to all the 
chnrches.* The exhortation of our Savionr is equiva- 
lent — * Deny thyself and follow me.' * However costly, 
however elevated, attractive, or endearing, deny thyself 
rather than yield to anything contrary to, or detractive of, 
the Divine approval. Accept, sanction nothing, however 
advantageous, that is not founded in, and founded by Me. 

The requirements of an English bishop, therefore, as 
has been advanced before, duly weighed, would preclude 
acceptance, because of obliging forfeiture of entire devo- 
tedness, regard, and love to God. 

Allurement of rank, elevation of position, and emolu- 
ment, is a dangerous arrangement towards the hallowed 
prosperity of a church, when it is the medium of 
patronizing and perpetuating error. 

We see there can always be found some who will readily 
embrace the proffered bounty. But when it is analysed, 
we also see, how it intercepts the shining of the light of 
God's countenance ; and as a cloud, shades His approba- 
tion. 

However foolish man may venerate a church for its 
antiquity, that will not stay the indignant fiat of heaven, 
when the retributive mandate shall be issued for its final 
overthrow. 

We profess to be in the ' light,' to live in ' the day ' 
and region of gospel blaze. Let it not be retorted upon 
us, as it was upon the citizens of Chorazin, Capernaum, 
and Bethsaida, for neglecting and abusing their privileges, 
* greater is your condemnation.' 

This nation at one time was enthralled by the yoke of 
Catholicism. The glorious reformation was effected, 
and abundance of national blessings followed — blessings 
which flow down to us to the present day. Amidst the 
struggle of that time, remnants of error were left. What, 
however, could not then be effected, it is time for us now 
to vindicate the truth of God in Christ Jesus, and sweep 

* 2 Peter iii, 17 ; Matt, xi, 23 ; Rom i, 18 ; Bey. iii, 2, 8. 
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away 'the refnge of lies,' lest they, with those that 
uphold them, should all be swept away together. 

A national chorch may be a nationsd blessing, or a 
national corse, just in proportion as it meets the approval 
or disapproval of the Most High. 

Error, however antiquated or venerated by man, can 
never gain Grod's approval or benediction. The Almighty 
has been long gracions and forbearing towards ns ; but 
* He will not always chide.' He will not reserve His 
anger for ever. 

How revolting it mnst be, in the face of heaven, to 
witness the nnrtnre of officiates, to proclaim infants rege- 
nerated, because sprinkled with a little water by them * — 
then, they the same when juveniles, by the hands of another 
priestly dignitary, to be again regenerated, and baptised 
by the Holy Ghost. That all the dead and buried in their 
churchyard, regenerate and nnregenerate, wicked as 
well as pious, holy and unholy, good and bad, all alike, 
are subjects of the same resurrection to everlasting life — 
heirs of the same glorious kingdom of immortality and 
eternity. 

That these officiates, on entering their career of minis- 
terial servitude, must publicly stand forth and proclaim 
their belief and subjection to all these glozing errors, 
with many others ; and against the most palpable instruc- 
tions of Scripture to the contrary, to palm their acknow- 
ledgment that they are in accordance with divine 
appointment. What horrible vassalage ! Were it not 
for facts, who would believe them ? We decry Bo- 
manism — let us look at home. 

* Oar SaTiour dedares (in nrtae of Hit merits and mediation) that 
little children are of the kingdom of heaven; and He bleaaed them. 
Founded on this, His benediction. He orders that they be brought into 
the outward and Tisible church to be baptised. He having giveu the 
blessing; (not the sprinkling of the water), the assumption of rqpraera- 
tion on the part of the ministerial office is sheer arrogaoeep as well as 
withholding the glory due to God. An author has beautifully said, 
"Tis great in Almighty Power to create a world; but greater to renew 
the fidlen soul.' 
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We know, from experience, there is no difficalty in 
gaining thousands of votaries, who, for pay and post, may 
be listed to this work. To the institutions belong the 
greater sin. And, be it remarked, those who are in 
aathority, who would be glad of the solace of hope at 
the terminating hoar, should also remember the final 
sentence which must then be pronounced * according to 
works.' (Rev. xx, 12, 13.) 

Nehemiah repented, and the sentence was retrieved. 
Isaiah writes, * Put away the evil of your doings, and I 
will reason with you, saith the Lord.' * Draw nigh to 
God,' says James, * and He will draw nigh to you.* And, 
says another prophet, ' Beturn nnto Me, and I will return 
nnto yon, saith the Lord of Hosts.' And by implication 
writes — ' Do that which is right, and sanctify yourselves, 
and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord, if 1 will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing.' 

These texts, with many others, suffice. They do — but as 
regards the bishop conferring the Holy Ghost, which only 
God hifnself can bestow, we must further remark, though 
it is only a feigned pretension, it is assumed and acted 
upon as true : wherefore its imposing and dangerous 
tendency. For the juvenile aspirants — advocates of eter- 
nity — the nucleus and seminary of the national church, 
thus disciplined and inaugurated, an impression is thereby 
imbibed, that, as they have been the recipients of such 
signal and celestial preferment, divine favour more espe- 
cially attends their lot. Kot having the opportunity. (but 
very few) of ascertaining the real state of these things, 
the impression being flattering, a very little persuasion is 
effectual to engraft on the tender mind, that such repre- 
sentation is verily true. This ground work established, 
ministerial inculcation can very readily rear a superstruc- 
ture of errors and dogmas, in accumulated mass, as 
Babel's tower ; or of doctrines untenable and unsound, 
good or bad, right or wrong ; and the so formed church 
will as vehemently contend for its own as the Ephesians 
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for Diana. We need not wonder, then, though ignorant 
of their cause, that thej shoaid be hot in its favour. 

But in this enlightened age shall we remain nenter ? 
Shall we remain hoodwinked ? Shall we pnsillanimonslj 
and nnphilanthropically make no effort to stifle the dragon 
and unfurl the banner of our Lord ? Are we to wait, and 
wait in vain, for miraculous interpretation to do what 
dutj demands we should do ? 

The daj for miracles is past. Christ has caused His 
mandates to be inscribed for our use, as well as left 
us His example; and henceforth bids us to obey and 
follow Him. And adds, ' Inasmuch as ye do it 
unto one of the least of Mine, je do it unto 
Me.' How shall we, then, fulfil a Christian neighbour's 
part, and with indifference see them, as deluded victims, 
nurtured from the cradle, like poor idolatrous heathen, 
to entertain erroneous and distorted views of godliness, 
and the truth as it is in Jesus ? 

For instance, that children, because sprinkled by the 
minuter, are regenerated. Then, that they are again 
regenerated, and made partakers of the Holy Ghost, for- 
sooth, because of the magico-snperhuman power of a 
bishop's hands. And, that all who are enrolled in the 
ranks of the national establishment, and buried in their 
churchyard, good or bad, of whatever dye, are sure of 
their passport alike to blissful immortality. 

In connexion, and in support of these views, there ever 
must be accompanying erroneous and hurtful teaching. It 
cannot be otherwise. The earth may have revolved around 
its orbit many a century, but the doctrine is the same — the 
creed is the same — the practice is the same. And here we 
have a conclusive specimen of the correctness of the motto of 
this pamphlet, that custom without truth is antiquated 
error. And also that, however long its continuance, error 
will never generate truth : and though it may have some 
conjunction with truth, the error changes not, it is error stUl. 

The mmistration of this one subject, regeneration, is 
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divided into two ordinances, to each of which, for the 
parish priest, and the bishop, is distributed its accom- 
panying honour. It is true, the bishop shares the larger 
half, and the most ample pay. However, as two halves 
are one, the two share the honour between them ; leaving 
none for the great Giver, to whom alone belongs all the 
honour and praise. For God Himself, in the bosom of 
His Son, suffering for man, abrogated Adamic sin, and 
secured human redemption. Whereby supplying ' light 
to every man that cometh into the world' — ^pronounces 
them, in childhood, * blessed, and of the kingdom of 
heaven.' Hence the blessing is universal, 'to all man- 
kind,' placing all in a salvable condition. The mightiest 
achievement of the triune God, in the grand scheme and ' 
work of human redemption — which all the host of the 
angels could not devise — which exercises their perpetual 
interest, for they continually * desire to look into these 
things* — which raised the innumerable ten thousand ten 
thousand celestial choir to rapturous hallelujahs and praise 
— ^this transcendent, this glorious work, the paltry parish 
priest* dares to presume to wash away. 

It is very evident the framers of the ordinance did not 
fully regard the Psalmist's injunction, ' Give God the glory 
due to His name,' nor to St. Paurs, ' Whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God.' 

Such the invention of men ! And what is it they will 
not do, even with the most sacred things, for self-elation 
and gain ? 

It is true, the minister who fulfils the ritual is blame- 
able ; but the greater sin is in the authorities which 
enforce it. And it shows how many there are who readily 
engage in the work without seriously and fully weighing 
its purport. 

As our Lord told the chiefs of Israel in his day, that 
' if He had not come among them they wonld have had 

* I speak here contemptuously of the office of the Officiate at the 
time. 
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DO sin ; but now/ he says, 'ye are withoat excuse. ' So 
now, whosoever performs the ritaal, knowing its enormity, 
cannot be guiltless. 

The Chnrch wherein the error exists mast rectify the 
error ; or that God — ^the God of truth — to whom we 
are indebted for all religious light and knowledge — to* 
whom belongs all glory — will suddenly come to claim 
that which is His own. Then woe to them, and to that 
Church, ' which holds the truth in unrighteousness,' and 
misapplies what belongs to Himself. 

What is it they do ? ' They first rob God of his glory 
in Christ Jesus in his great work of human redemption : 
assuming that the offspring of the human family needs 
regenerating by the efficiency of their hands. Hence an 
inyidious reflection is cast upon the most stupendous 
achie?ement wrought out by the Divine Triune in the 
person of Christ, who 'fulfilled the law and made it 
honourable ' — who satisfied the demands of Divine justice 
for man's delinquency, and delivered him from condemna- 
tion in consequence of the fall ; in virtue whereof He 
avouches His benediction upon all children, grantiog 
universal bestowment of renovating Might,' so that 'all 
may believe : ' reinstating the whole human family in a 
salvable condition, as David, by inspiration, avers — ' He 
fashioneth their hearts alike.' This glorious work of the 
mighty God, which displays equally the infinity of His 
goodness, and His love towards man, is rendered absurd, 
and under a thick cloud, by the institution of baptismal 
regeneration. Oh ye who tamper as tinkers in Divine 
things, what ! does Christ's most glorious work want 
regeneration ? and that, too, by a frail mortal ? Oh, the 
depth of Satanic machination, insinuating his influence 
with man in instigating such a device, and the base in* 
gratitude of man in accomplishing it ! 

But the depth is not yet fathomed. Not only has the 
glorious work of human redemption been beclouded and 
endarkened by imposing this intervention and power of 
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man regenerating >at infant baptism ; bat another scheme 
is * invented ' to place man in a position more exalted than 
angel, archangel, or chernbim ; so as to receive from the 
Supreme Gonrt of the Highest commission and anthoritj 
co-eqnal with Deity ; whereby, to render the majesty, and 
dignity, and might of man, on the same scale as the divine 
attribntes, above all that belongs to the human or terrestrial 
nature. I allude to confirmation. 

Where, I ask, can any idolatry be found equal with 
audacity to this ? You may reply, There can. Then, I 
will answer, It is impossible : for, what they do, they do 
ignorantly and in the dark ; but you are in the ' light,' 
and cannot claim that 'excuse.' * Therefore,' says the 
Saviour, * greater is your condemnation.' However, the 
ordinance is established, and the assumption is patronized, 
and it receives general plaudation. Custom has handed 
it down from one generation to another, fraught with the 
same error, although the Saviour, when living upon our 
eatth, attested that the Holy Spirit proceeded from the 
Father and the Son (which is variously set forth in the 
inspired writings), and that its bestowment, as well as its 
nature, could not possibly proceed in any other manner ; 
yet so tenacious is custom that, whatever absurdities or 
errors may blend with its structure, as the rushing torrent, 
it carries with it everything that floats on its waves. 

But in this inquiring age, with the beaming light of 
heaven over the gospel page, can we with impunity, now 
that the resources of correction are within our rea^h, defer 
the opportunity of cleansing and rectifying these hydraic * 
errors, which custom has so long conveyed along the 
stream of time ? 

Ye, who are parents, will you tamely permit your 
children to drink in the dregs of Popery, and swallow 
those draughts of delusion, whereby the right conception of 
the excellencies and glories of the ever blessed Redeemer 
are mutilated and obscured ? And ye, spiritual fathers, 
will ye not come forward to advocate and contend for the 
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troth as it is in Christ Jesas — for the open avowal of His 
all glorious and transcendant work in the accomplishment 
of hnman redemption ? Will ye allow error to supercede 
truth — allow man to arrogate to himself and his own 
efficiency, what belongs alone to God ? Will ye, members 
of a Christian community, who adore the Godhead in our 
divine representative and advocate — ' who love the Lord 
Jesns in sincerity and trnth ' — will ye not come ' to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty ' — will ye not come 
forward to dash asunder all compromise which would 
detract, or in any wise adulterate, the merits of your 
crucified Lord? And yon, members of the national 
church, who profess to worship the true God — who de- 
clares * He will not give His glory to another * — will 
you submit to discipline for exercises against the honour 
of your Lord ? There is an old and a just adage, ' The 
accomplice is as bad as the thief.' You, then, who dis- 
honour your Lord, and you who stand by and look on, 
are alike involved in the transgression. 

And you, mothers, as well as you noble women, the 
excellent of your kind, will you for a moment tarry from 
endeavouring to intercept every flagrant intrusion which 
shades in obscurity the infinite benignity and regard of 
Him, who, by sacrifice of Himself, has reclaimed our loss, 
paid our debt, and restored to us all the blessings of life, 
and all the blessings of eternity ? And you, mothers, 
especially, will ye not as an host advance to signalize your 
grateful acknowledgments to Him who hung upon that 
accursed tree for you and yours ; and through the shedding 
of whose blood, procured for your dying offspring their 
ransom and salvation, whereby their happy emancipated 
spirits are wafted by ministering angels into the ever 
blissful regions of Paradise and heaven ? 

When we contemplate upon the united energies of the 
combined Divine attributes, in accomplishing this universal 
benediction and boon for mankind, given * to every man 
that cometh into the world,' whereby the Saviour, having 
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satisfied the demands of Divine jastice, conld, in yirtne of 
Himself, lay His hands on the dear children, and proclaim 
' Of snch is the kingdom of heaven ' (oh, the inexpressible 
consolation to bereaved mothers !) — when, I saj, we 
contemplate upon this all glorious achievement, devised 
* before the foundation of the world,' and accomplished in 
Christ, shall we pusillanimoaslj stand bj to see a pnnj 
mortal — a mere parish ministerial officiate ^-presume to 
cleanse the Lord Jesns Christ's most glorions work — and, 
bj the abase of an ordinance, pretend to regenerate the 
most stupendous master- work of God ? If we were true 
to our profession of love to God in Christ — ^loyal as the 
subjects of His dominion — faithful as members of His 
church — ^and true, as we ought — should we, dare we thus 
tamper with Divine things ? No. Simultaneously should 
we rise, members and ministers, to remove and do away 
with this monstrous sacrilege. Mothers, and fathers, and 
brethren in Christendom, would unanimously raise their 
voices against this arrogant and unholy ritual. Jesus, 
having procured deliverance and blessing upon every son 
and daughter of Adam's posterity, commanded, therefore, 
that they be baptised, and that < they be brought holy 
nnto the Lord.' And thence enjoins responsibility upon 
the Christian parent, or parents, to do so, and ' to train 
them up in the admonition of the Lord : ' with the 
promise that 'the training should never depart from 
them.' But nowhere is anything said or intimated 
about their need of regeneration, or that official sprinkling, 
or any other ordination, had any such efficiency. This is 
entirely surreptitious misapplication, and assumptive 
arrogance. And then the next adventitious profanation 
of the bishop assuming to bestow the Holy Ghost to a 
herd of juveniles, is akin to it. 

Where is the authority, that was ever given from 
heaven, for a biped flesh and blood mortal to bestow 
the Holy Ghost to a number of boys and girls, just as a 
packman distributes out herrings ? 
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It may be said, nnmbers of recipients qnalify the act, 
and custom sanctions it. Then, according to snch dic- 
tum, Mahometanism, Bomanism, and many others, can 
better substantiate their claims and pretensions. Sach 
appeal, therefore, has no stability. And we well know 
there is no creed, however absord, bat have fonnd 
numerous votaries of the credulous to swallow and 
uphold it. 

Put aside, then, this flippant, as well as fallacious 
argument. We ask where is the inspired, or diyine 
authority ? Can none be prodaced — ^none found ? The 
response is as silent as the silent dead, long entombed in 
the bosom of the earth. Silence, then, is condemnation : 
which amounts both to invalidate and repudiate all such 
claims. Were that hand which wrote on the wall at 
Belshazzar's feast again to appear, declaratory of the 
voice of God, against snch practice and custom, we 
should read — usurpation — ^imposture — sacrilege. 

Nothing can tend more to show the baselessness, as well 
as the baseness, of this ungodly perversion, than that 
its supporters are disputing and discussing among them- 
selves about its authority. When every novice of Scrip- 
ture knows that the voice of inspiration is as silent 
towards establishing such views and practice as the 
waters a thousand fathoms deep in the bed . of the 
ocean. 

ye ecclesiastic chieftains — ye heads of assemblies — 
ye divines — are ye so immured by your own nnscrip- 
tural inventions, that you can calmly take a retrospect 
of your undisguised pretensions without misgiving ? 
What — that the most marvellous and astounding of all 
the works wrought out by the combined attributes of 
God towards mankind, must first be traduced and clean 
washed away by the regenerative efficiency of human 
ablution and sprinkling ? And then, being so vivified, 
regenerated, and replenished, when they arrive at some- 
where about their teens, must undergo another quicken- 
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ing and regenerative metamorphose by the superhuman, 
saper-divine competency of the mighty, majestic, magico- 
band of a bishop ? And that the so renovated, by 
ecclesiastical and ordinancial discipline, may thence 
secarely sojourn on to the valley of the shadow of 
death, to a certain resurrection into the realms of 
celestial bliss and immortal life ? Here we have exhi- 
bited, as by a magic lanthorn, the hierarchial theology 
of the Anglican church. And can we look at it without 
either a blush, or a Ha ! ha ! ha ! 

Yet chaffy, impudent, and unsubstantial as it is, it has 
flowed on with the current stream of custom through 
many generations. 

The day is gone by for venerating antiquity against 
rhyme and reason, for antiquity's sake. The school- 
master is abroad. The scales of induction, why and 
wherefore, pervade all the ramifications of science and 
literature : and, more or less, analyses every production 
of mental industry. 

It is time, then, that this subject be submitted to 
rational investigation, and thoroughly weighed in *the 
balance of the sanctuary.' Then will the illumination of 
divine truth expose the error, and remove the spell of 
veneration for its antiquity. 

As a system of agency in the cause of God and 
Christianity, what has the Establishment done ? Truly, 
it has eclipsed Romanism, and instituted means for pub- 
lishing the gospel to every parish in the kingdom. This 
was a grand and noble design. And what has this 
accomplished ? The agents employed, about eleven 
thousand, what have they effected ? That is, its general 
effect — what has it been ? An undefined something 
about religion. Seldom will you find her disciples able 
to give a lucid and comprehensive account of the various 
glorious attributes of God in Christ, or of explaining 
the grand scheme of redemption thereby. We are ready 
and thankful to admit, there is more religious informa- 
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tion and piety in the present day than formerly ; and mach 
more spiritnal instmctioD. Bat these, to the whole, are as 
the passing of a meteor, or a thunder-storm, in the 
atmosphere. Without any insidnous reflection, it is 
acknowledged how little vital godliness, how little 
religions information, there is amongst the Established 
Church commnnity, and how little are their movements 
regnlated by genuine piety, towards serving and honoor- 
ing Christ, or giving glory to God. 

If they have been christened — been confirmed — take 
the sacrament — and are pretty regular attendants at 
church service, the amplitude of their religion is unques- 
tionable. 

St. Paul, when he wrote to the churches in his day, 
whatever they might think of themselves, thought far 
more sublimely. He prays to the Thessaloniau church, 
' The very God of peace sanctify you wholly ; * and that 
'your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.' 
Again to the Ephesian Church, ' that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts by faith ; that ye, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God.* Again, he writes, *I beseech you, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, (which is your 
reasonable service,) and be not conformed to this world : 
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God.' Now these sentiments and prayers 
may be considered as addressed to all churches, and all 
Christians, universally. Here are no sectarian lineaments 
marked out, nor intimated. No mention is made either 
of seclusion or exclusion ; neither are rituals spoken of. 
And to election privileges, no favour i» bestowed to 
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exempt tbem from 'making their calling and election 
sure.' We behold the noble apostle delivering out the 
savour of his mission, as noblj as himself, without bias, 
restriction, or partiality. He emphatically represents the 
personality of religion, and that its successful issue, 
10 the believer, depends on the work of holiness, faith, 
and love. He does not set forth religion as a mere con- 
ventional ; neither that its requirements, nor its honours, 
were fulfilled in the mere nominal professor. * God is no 
respecter of persons,' And religion relates to the poor 
as well as the rich. It has no congeniality with those 
who luxuriate in worldliness ; neither with the uncharit- 
able, puffed up (some of them plump full), with pietic 
affectation and pride, loathsome sight ! Towards these, 
the noble apostle had no sympathy. His great object 
and aim was to expand and elevate the mind, ameliorate 
the heart, and infuse hallowed fire in the soul, fit for 
celestial society, and meet for the converse and felicities 
of the regions of paradise and heaven. 

Nor can human capability raise a higher standard. 
It ought to be the great object and aim of the ministerial 
office. Inasmuch as it falls short of this, the * Master's ' 
work is unfulfilled. 

Without this, in vain chimes, punctual attendance at 
public worship, and at the sacramental table, if there be 
not ' a new* nature, with the mind that was in Jesus, 
ready to stand * worthy ' at the last tribunal hour Un- 
successful here, inglorious the relics of time ! 

A kind of disciplined respect is generally induced by 
the Establishment for the ordinary religious custom as it 
prevails. Here and there may be a brighter spark — a 
light — or a blaze ; but too commonly a routine of what 
are considered sacred observances are more or less held 
in repute, and attended to, because it is customary to do 
so. And if the attendant can gain the approbation of 
the clergyman for frequency or constancy of going to 
church, a feather is added to the hat which is estimated 
a great prize. 1 

7 
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The devotee may be vnacquainted with the snblimitiesi 
and wonders of the inspired yolame ; he may probably 
be unable of giving a correct definition of the grand 
scheme of human redemption by Ghrbt Jesus. But 
custom suffices to lull scruples and justify deficiencies^ for 
common satbfaction. Custom, then, needs investigation, 
lest it becomes a means of establishing error as firmly as 
truth, by which many are ensnared and unconsciously 
deceived. 

The National Church institution having placed human 
agency before]divine — the cart before the horse — humanity 
is made to appear standing before divinity ; which is 
in reverse order of truth. Though, upon examination 
and reflection, it is easy of detection, yet it is fraught 
with erroneous, and, of course, injurious tendency. 
Custom strengthens the erroneous impression ; and it has 
maintained its continuance long enough to gain for 
it renown for its antiquity ; which is a practical 
exposition of the motto, ' Custom without truth is anti- 
quated error.' And it stands before us a conspicuous 
beacon, to avoid so dangerous a construcnon ; and leads us 
at once to ascertain what is Truth ; and by truth alone to 
act, as the only way to rear a temple to the Lord, produc- 
tive of fruit redounding to his honour, glory, and praise. 

Why is it there should be such want of vital piety 
among Church attendants, when there is so much scrip- 
tural and hallowed excellent writing in the Church Ser- 
vice ? One great reason may be assigned, the want of 
spiritual piety in the ministry. But the principal cause 
lies in supplanting the divine by human agency ; by so 
doing making human efficiency to appear more important 
than spiritual and divine. Hence the disciples of the 
system are induced to estimate the value of religion to 
reside with the ministry and the church to which they 
belong. Other churches, and Christian sections, are 
liable to the same fallacy, especially seen in the Roman 
Church. In the English Establishment^ by the reversion. 
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misapplication, and abuse of ordinances, the attributes of God 
in Christ are eclipsed and obscnred. So that tbej who neither 
investigate nor think for themselves, independent of clerical 
instruction, are much in the same predicament as the 
Roman Catholic. The Catholic, having been so taught 
and impressed, supposes and believes the Pope to be the 
viceroy of Christ ; and that he accordingly possesses snpernal 
powers above other mortals, on whom he may repose his 
saving faith. In like manner, the Anglican chnrch disciple, 
impressed with the notion of having been regenerated 
dnring infancy by the parson ; and then again become 
the august recipient of the Holy Ghost at confirmation, 
by the bishop, prior to adult age ; and that by a little 
moral decorum, and chnrch attendance, together with the 
privilege of having right and title to a church-yard 
burial, that his course is pretty clear to mansions among 
the everlasting blessed. 

Now, what is the difference between the two ? One 
thinks the I'ope, the Virgin Mary, and attendance to 
Chnrch requirements, suffice for all religions and saving 
benefits. The other prides himself in the same suffi- 
ciency, by church membership, two-fold sanctification 
and regeneration, with competent attendance to public 
worship. There are brighter stars in the galaxy, we are 
ready to admit. The allusion here is the common, 
general influence, which thousands and tens of thousands, 
partake of, without higher elevation, or more abundant 
draught in the * fountain of life.' 

Such a custom, then, is not commensurate with its 
position and wants. 

True, its present condition is reformed from the old 
Soman. So that the members of the National Church 
in its present state, are dissenters from the mother 
Romish Church, on the same principle that Dissenters 
are such, as dissenting from the Establishment. And if 
the National Church has just reason for dissent from the 
Roman, and is justified iu ^o doing ; and the Dissenter 
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(so called) has just reason for dissent from the Estab- 
lishment ; why shonld not one be justified as well as 
the other ? However, whether this or that, all more or 
less claim, by their creed, ' right and title to enter in 
through the gate into the city.' If creeds conld do it, 
they would, and it would make very easy work. But no 
such sentiment, no such covenant, no such promise is made 
in the Scriptures, The whole period reads, * He that 
doeth the commandment shall have right and title,' 
etc. Yes, says the Saviour, ' not unto him that (merely) 
says (or professes) Lord, Lord, but him that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven.' St. Paul also says, 

* Whatsoever thou hast heard, and learned, and seen in 
me, do, and the God of peace shall be with you.' Knm* 
bers, and many other passages of Scripture, testify the 
same purport ; and the sequel of all trial and work under 
the sun our Saviour pronounces will herein terminate, 
that we all shall be judged and awarded * according to 
our works.' 

Some will say, it is written, * He that believeth shall 
be saved.' What does this belief imply ? To believe 

* God as He is.' A * rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him,', f. «., that diligently seek to ascertain 
His will, and as diligently do it. But the same word 
declares, 'All the nations that forget God, and the 
wicked, He will turn into hell.' 

The believer believes in God the Father, God the Son. and 
God the Holy Ghost, to whom we are indebted for all things, 
whose we are, and whom we ought to serve, and who has 
provided all means for our salvation. The means are for 
our nse : the abnse of which will ensure God's dis- 
pleasure and punishment ; and the hallowed and righteous 
use of which He will assuredly bless. He believes God 
the great Lawgiver, whose laws and commandments must 
be obeyed, as the proof of hallowed faithfulness, and godly 
sincerity. He reads in God's word, ' He that hath my 
commandments, and doeth them, he it is that ioveth Me.' 
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And * be that (so) loveth Me, I will come unto him, and 
abide with him, and he with Me.' Again, 'to him that 
bath, more shall be given," ue.^ that make the right nse 
of the means he has ; bat him that neglects and misuses 
them, or, 'him that hath not, shall be taken away that 
which he seemeth to have. And cast ye the unprofitable 
servant into outer darkness, where shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.' 

The Scriptures abound with sentiments like these, of 
the same import. The believer believes them — he reveres 
them — he applies them as the food and sustenance of his 
soul — ^he writes them on the tablets of his heart. He 
feasts upon them in the inner man ; and they are to him 
his solace and guide through this probationary stage of 
existence. His eye ever meets God's all-seeing eye — a 
discerner 'of the intents of the heart.' He, therefore, 
' walks in the fear of the Lord,' lest he should offend. 
And his heart prays and burns with holy concern to do 
His will, to magnify His praise, and glorify His holy name. 

' Faith works by love in the same way.' As St. Paul 
says, ' the just shall live by faith.* The just he defines, 
' being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
oar Lord Jesus Christ.' And to live by faith, he defines, 
' and the life that I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God.' Hence, the true believer ex- 
periences divine pardon and renovation. He believes, and 
he has faith in the faithfulness of God. — His honour, His 
truth. His righteousness, His. goodness, His wisdom. His 
power, and His providence. He has faith in all God's 
promises, threatenings, and recompenses. Creeds may 
vary and differ ; but ' God is the same to-day, yesterday, 
and for ever.' The truth that was published at Horeb, 
the same was echoed at Calvary. The execution of the 
mandates of God were on the same foundation of truth, in 
the beginning, as now, and abideth for ever. That which 
was of God from eternity, will be so through eternity. 
He is all excellence, all perfection. Whatever He pro- 
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claims or institates is Tbuth. All His works, all His 
laws, thronghoat the material, the moral, and the spiritaal 
operations of His dominions, are Tbuth. And the Saviour, 
Immannel, claims this as one of His attributes. He says, 
' I am the way, the Tbuth, and the life/ 

Whatever may be the inventions of men, with all their 
fabrications, pretensions^ and customs, they shall fade ; 
they shall wither away ; shall perish with the using, and 
' leave not a wreck behind.' * But the word of the Lord 
abideth for ever.' 

Truth is the basement and platform of the believer. 
He believes ' God as He is.' ' holy, just, and good.' And 
that ' He will render to every one according to their works.' 

Why is it that all species of idolatry were so forbidden 
and punished by God ? Because they were the erroneous 
inventions of men. And every departure from truth is 
more or less idolatry, especially attended with any reli- 
gious homage, whether it be in consecration of false 
affections, High Church, or Low Church, Tractarianism, 
or any other ism. Anciently, the ideality so idolized 
was more frequently embodied in some form or imagp. 
To all of which the word of inspiration records, ' The Lord 
shall despise their image.' Ah I fearful doom of woe to 
those whose * image' the Lord shall despise I 

Belief and faith, holy fear and love, are the great 
sources and foundation, whence principles and character 
become developed, meet for the formation of that com- 
pany who shall stand at the right hand for judgment at 
the last great Day. The wicked and worthless, idolaters 
and liars, apostates and profane, we are told^ shall be 
* driven away.' 

How is it that hnman inventions, devices, and creeds, 
should not only be tolerated, but should gain credence 
among so many ? The creed is fabricated, promulgated, 
and formed into a system. In time it becomes customary. 
Custom renders it familiar. It passes on till it becomes 
venerated for antiquity. It may, or may not, be estab- 
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lished in trath — most probably a composition of error and 
trath. However, whatever its constitnency, they go to- 
gether, and CDStom reconciles them. Thas united and 
amalgamated, time antiqaates them, and antiquity ulti- 
mately generates veneration. Hence, custom, unsubstan- 
tiated by truth, cannot but uphold and foster error. The 
system may thus be transmitted from generation to genera- 
tion by the unthinking and credulous as a reality, according 
to its profession, unquestioned and unscrutinised. It may 
be nominated a charch. It is not that, however, which 
our Saviour acknowledges * without spot or wrinkle/ 

An inquiry, therofore, is always in requisition, how far 
custom may be impregnated with error ? And how far, 
and how, the error may be rectified ? A noble subject for 
investigation, for a noble, hallowed, and philosophic mind. 

The horrible results of the Indian mutiny may be traced 
to the errors mingled in their national system, substantiated 
by custom. 

All systems of religion not Christian, are imbued with 
error ; and not having the light of Christianity, must of 
necessity be very destructive. 

Every Christian denomiDation has its peculiar views ; 
and, more or less, its peculiar failings ; which, upon dae 
examination, would be found to depend, in proportion as 
error is interwoven among the materials of its contexture. 

To detect and correct these errors would constitute a 
masterly and an important volume ; tending to unfold the 
majesty and perfection of the Divine mysteries, and of 
the wonderful versatility of the ways of God. For, from 
these various systems, and from ' every nation, and 
people, and tongue,' it is Chbist selects the constituency 
which forms His Church. 

The extensive injurious tendency of error shrouded in 
custom is much to be lamented — the apprehension of 
which should stimulate our patriotic desires and exertions 
for reformation or remedy in our own Church. 

It is deplorable to witness how erroneous views will 
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occasionally excite the pride of some of the shallow ones 
in the ministry, to fancies abont apostolical succession ; 
though repeated refutation has shamed the sensible 
majority of its disreputable and untenable pedigree. 

Whilst we deplore the evil of error, we want to know 
the means of correction. Error is departure from truth, 
which raises the question — What is truth ? For this 
purpose it was especially that God instituted the Ghorch, 
that the truth might be known. 

The Ghnrchy then, is instituted to be the sacred treasury 
of Divine Tettth. When our Lord, therefore, was upon 
earth, aud found the temple as a den of thieves, He 
drove them out, and exclaimed, ' My Father's house shall 
be a house of prayer for all people,' •'.«., holy, and adapted 
for the hallowed edification and saving benefit of all 
people. 

Now, truth and error cannot assimilate — cannot •accord 
— cannot harmonize. They are in opposition, and ever 
must be towards each other antagonistic. Error, there- 
fore, however clad, whatever may be its investments or 
its official character — however antique, or however it may 
have been fostered and conveyed along the stream of Time, 
is error still. By custom, and length of days, it loses 
none of its hideonsness in the sight of God — it loses none 
of its enmity against the Truth of God. It is, therefore, 
that, as well as iniquity, which God hates, and which 
possesses no good for man, either for his present or future 
state. Whilst, then, it is amalgamated with the fabric of 
a church, it is as a canker in the root — a plague-spot jo 
the seed — alloy in the core — and venom in the blood» 
With it no church can stand secure : God's jealous eye is 
upon it ; and except those * wrinkles ' be effaced — those 
* spots ' be blotted out, and the foul dross be removed away, 
the controversy of God, as the thunderbolt of heaven, 
shall hurl it and its abetters asunder with fierce destruction 
for ever. 

It is the business and office of the Church to cultivate 
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and propagate the trnth — especially revealed truth, and 
to discountenance and discard every error, and what- 
ever is allied to religion that is wrong. God alone is 
Truth, His way — ^His works — His word — His perfec- 
tions, principles, attributes ; all, and whatever belongs to 
Him, is Truth. All besides is not so. The truth is the 
wheat, error is the chaff. God has ordained that the 
Church takes care of the wheat, cultivates it, and dis- 
tribotes it, to the advancement of His kingdom, to the 
glory of His name ; aud for the good and well-being of 
man, both for time and eternity. 

The only medium through which this can be effected is 
truth — Divine truth. 

Man, since the fall, is an erring being. ^ He goeth 
forth from the cradle telling lies * ; «>., he goes forth 
seeking happiness in every way bat the right, pretending 
to find it. It is the tale of all history. From time im- 
memorial they have sought out * many inventions.' ' Dark- 
ness has covered the people, gross darkness.' ' They go 
astray like lost sheep.' ^ There is none (essentially) good, 
no, not one.' ' Idolatry has covered the earth.' ' None 
seek (naturally) after God.' ^God is not in all their 
thoughts.' Such are the sentiments and descriptions 
given, both from inspired and other authorities, which 
none can or will attempt to gainsay. 

God, in his foreknowledge, saw it ) and in regard of 
the creature of His hand, yearned over the hapless state 
of man. ' As a father pitieth his child, so the Almighty 
pitieth the children of men.' And, ' not willing that any 
should perish, but that all might come to repentance and 
live,' He himself, in the bosom of His Son, in our nature, 
descends, and condescends to undertake our case in our 
behalf, and in our stead ; and for our sakes suffered all 
the penalties of sin, that we might be delivered from its 
peril, receive absolution and pardon, be renewed in our 
nature— be made * new creatures in Christ Jesus * — re- 
cipients of the Holy Spirit, meet to be the servants of the 
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Mo8t High on earth, as well as to participate with angels 
in serying and adoring Him in heaven. 

The Scriptures — the inspired records of the truth of 
God, the great book of revealed truth — God's holy word 
— is the treasnrj given to man, given in trnst, especially 
to the chnrch, for the edification, comfort, consolation, 
guidance, light, and salvation, of man. The truth, in all 
Its ramifications, should be the great subject of ministerial 
study and regard. They especially should be able to ex- 
plain and interpret it, to decide and enforce it, towards 
answering tliose efiects and purposes for which it was 
sent. To take care of and dififuse this knowledge is the 
duty and business of a church. God ordained Christianity 
for man's blessing and benefit in every way ; and for the 
purpose of disseminating the truth, as well as to eradicate 
error. It may be asked, What is error ? I answer, 
not truth. Again, it may be asked, as did Caiaphas, 
What is truth ? He did not wait to hear. I answer, 
God is truth. The innumerable worlds around ns in the 
immensity of space proclaims the truth of the perfection of 
the ways and works of God. Although their distances 
are beyond our conception or calculation ; and although 
their movements are inscrutable and Immeasureable, we be- 
hold their order, harmony, and exactitudes ; their perpetnal 
splendour, beauty, and glory ; ever declaring the truth of 
the Scripture record, 'In wisdom hast Thou (Lord) 
made them all.' 

We descend from these elevated regions, and alight on 
our earth (a specimen of the many encircling us) and 
above, around, beneath us, the truth of the words are in- 
delibly engraven, that God is true. 

As well as the animal, the vegetable, and the mineral 
kingdoms, are they ever vindicating the same eulogium — 
the same undeviating record of truth, npon the perfections 
of the laws and works of the great Supreme. 

Where'er we turn our eyes, or plant the foot, nature 
attests the truth of God. The whole universe, its per- 
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fections, its government, and its laws, are the imprint of 
the mind of Deity, that God is Tbuth. If we penetrate 
into all the elaborate researches of science, and by the aid 
of the telescope and microscope increase onr observation of 
wonders, they verify the same testimony. Hence the 
regalatlon of the whole material creation is in subserviency, 
and the manifestation of the will and mind of God. If 
we would divide the whole universe in cnbie squares, 
every square would contain the implantation of the 
elements of truth, founded by the finger of God, 

But with this map of materiality, God is ' unsearchable 
and past finding out/ With only this, our view and 
knowledge of Him would be comparatively dark. He 
has, therefore, in his goodness, revealed to us the 
knowledge of his moral attributes, which fully define that 
the Almighty, Infinite, and Eternal Jehovah, is Tbuth. 

All that we know of God naturally demands onr 
grateful praise. But when, through His word, we become 
acquainted with the true history of our nature and 
destiny, as well as of the divine attributes of our God — 
that He himself has become our Ransom, our Mediator, 
Advocate, and Saviour ; having suffered for us, through 
whom we may become renovated in our nature, be made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, and be baptized from on 
high by the Holy Spirit — meet for glorifying God on 
earth, and for converse and praise with the society of 
Paradise and heaven : — the soul spontaneously bursts out 
with rapturous exultation of hallowed rejoicing, adora- 
tion, thanksgiving, and praise. 

This truth, which had been enveloped in mystery, had 
been ' hid in God,' was made known to mankind by the 
noble St. Paul and others. It is the message of heaven, 
the ' glad tidings to all people ; ' as proclaimed by the 
augels to the shepherds in Judea. It is the gift of God to 
mankind, to those who * ask, and seek, and knock , aright.' 
' The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to 
all that call upon Him in truth.' No stipulation is 
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mentioned for the reqairement of either bishop, parson, or 
priest. For God^s goodness is nnconfined, unlimited, im- 
partial, nniyersal, infinite. *He is no respecter of 
persons.' fiat, < whosoever will come nnto Him, He will 
in no wise cast out.' It is the privilege of every living 
soul. There are sacred offices to be fnlfilled, as means of 
propagating the truth : but God only is the great * giver of 
every good and perfect gift.' However invested or dig- 
nified, whoever assumes, therefore, the prerogative which 
belongs to God only, is guilty of sacrilegious blasphemy, 
and a lie. 

Behold and hear the sentiment of Jehovah himself, in 
the person of Christ, * I am the way, the truth, and the life.* 

When we look through the length and breadth of the 
land, and see almost everywhere materials are employed 
by the Establishment for good, and dissemination of the 
truth, and yet, comparatively few there are that sound 
the gospel trumpet with effect, it elicits the inquiry, Why 
is it so ? And we intuitively reply. There must be a 
cause — a reason — some defect or failing. What is it ? 
The reflection is serious. However, custom has reconciled 
it, and rendered it familiar. It paces and blends with the 
events of time, and, as it does so, gains adherents, and 
centuries gain it respect for its antiquity. Hence it 
becomes a common routine — a mixture of good and evil — 
of truth and error. The good and the truth recommend 
themselves, and maintain patronage. To scrutinize, 
therefore, becomes an innovation not generally approved. 
Such was the case in our Lord's day. Such, more or 
less, has been the case with most new discoveries or in- 
troduction of new systems. Why ? That which has 
been a common custom is about to be weaned, annulled, 
or expunged, or laid aside, which few welcome, and most 
resist. Hence, when the efiects of error are of serious 
magnitude, and felt and deplored, reformation, improve- 
ment, or remedy, becomes requisite : to answer which 
investigation is needful. 



IS ANTIQUATED EBBOB. 109 

Towards answerlDg such purpose, let onr attention be 
directed to that church which our Lord acknowledges Kis, 
where Tbttth alone prevails ; whose members, having 
brought forth fruit * meet for repentance/ have * washed 
their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb' — 'brought out of darkness into light/ from world* 
liness to holiness, from earthly-mi ndedness to heaven ly- 
mindedness. ' They ' worship God in spirit and in truth.' 
* Baptized from on high, they are new creatures, Christ is 
formed within them the hope of glory ' — ^in whom pleasures 
sensual are superseded and changed for (far more elevating 
and ennobling to mind, and heart, and soul) pleasures 
spiritual. Whose 'conversation and treasures are in 
heaven.* ' Whose affections are placed on things above, 
not on things on the earth.' Who love not the world, 
nor the things of the world ; but who love God, and 
whatever God loves. And their greatest ambition and 
joy is to serve Him in their day and generation : looking 
for, and preparing for the coming again of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The light of God's countenance upon them, the impress 
of the seal of redemption engraven on the soul, and the 
love of Grod shed abroad in the heart, by the Holy Ghost 
given unto them, constitute an inward source of serenity 
and peace, ' which the world knows not of,' and which it 
can ' neither give nor take away ' — ' unspeakable, and fall 
of glory.' The consciousness of God's Spirit bearing 
witness with their spirit qualifies them with freedom in 
the kingdom and service of Christ, as well as from the 
desires and besetments of sin ; whilst it actuates them ' to 
walk void of offence before both God and man.' As they 
'live by faith' in the conscious approval of heaven, 
amidst the cheqaered vicissitudes of life, beholding through 
the vale of time the glorious prospective of futurity, they 
'fear no evil.' Confiding in His arm who over-ruleth 
and ' worketh all things together for good to them that 
love Him ; ' cheerfully and serenely they tract the path* 
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way of the just, knowing ' the path of the jast shineth 
brighter and brighter unto the perfect daj.' Hence their 
great concern is (what oaght to be the great concern of 
ns all) * to live for Him who lived and died for mJ To 
have the mind which was in Him-^to walk as He walked 
— to do His will — to overcome as He overcame — to 
magnify His praise, and glorify His name ; preparatory to 
the final tale which shall stamp our destiny for ever and 
ever. 

Let us, then, instead of being the entire dupes and slaves 
of custom, ascertain the true merits of every system, and 
doubtless we shall be regulated by the most approved. 

How and where error originated, and became established 
into a system, now strengthened by custom, is not for ns 
to inquire into. It is enough that it has been long- 
established ; and though long, like a weed in the gardea, 
it is a weed ^till. 

Perhaps the blending of truth with error in the system, 
gave rise to the appellation of the Establishment — the 
establishment of error and truth. However, like the good 
gardener or husbandmaD, who sets about to extirpate the 
weeds ; so it would have been wise in the early framers 
of the Establishment to have done the same, before, the 
system was established. Here commenced the error, 
which has worked on to the present day ; quite long 
enough to verify the argument here vindicated, that error, 
' like death in the pot,' is error stilL 

The experiment has been long tried, and found wanting. 
It has been weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and 
found wanting. The fungoid plant has never become 
either salubrious, wholesome, or good. It taints all the 
productions of its manufacture, adulterates its best articles, 
and, as a poison in a mixture, impregnates the draught of 
every cup into which it flows. 

And shall we, in our enlightened age, still suffer the 
perpetuation of this erroneous, pernicious stuff to stain 
our British soil ? Can we supinely let the rising gene- 
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ration imbibe the noxious dranghts, and fold oar arms, 
without inscribing the mark of delinqnencj npon onr brow ? 

It is time for ns to be up and doing, that the thanks- 
ginngs of many may redound to the glory and praise 
of God, and that this' foul bloc may be effaced from the 
page of our history for ever. 

Bomanism boasts of her idolatries and erroneous 
dogmas. But 'Protestantism professes to foster and 
disseminate truth — the truth of God in Christ Jesus. 

Be this the mainspring to actuate and regulate all the 
workings of the Establishment, and soon a reformation 
would be effected, at which all Christendom would rejoice. 



Chnrches planted by apostles themselves have been 
swept away for their delinquencies. And others must also 
undergo similar retribution, if they fail to answer their 
divine purpose. ' The Lord is at hand.' Time is fast 
winging into eternity. Now is the acceptable time. It 
may be now or never I 

By great men, learned men, and good men, great 
encomiums have been passed upon the Establishment. It 
is now suspended by the arm of Providence, to receive 
or lose the more exalted of all encomiums— *the crowning 
approval of heaven. 

Complaining may and does lead to dissent, and, of 
Qonrse, tends to weaken ; but not to repair nor amend. 
There are many reasons for complaint, and many who do 
complain ; but few who will investigate and explain the 
evil and point out the remedy. 

I have dared to make the attempt, leaving it to more 
able hands to prosecute the subject, with the view that it 
may tend to' promote the improvement of the Establish- 
ment, advance the cause of religion, and glorify God. 

TUB END. 
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